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Windows 3: Customizing Windows 

Control Panels 

Below are some of the most useful and common control panels. 

Adjust computer for vision, hearing and 
mobility 

Install or remove programs and 
windows components 

Set the date, time, time zone 

Change settings such as cursor 
blink rate and repeat rate 

Change settings such as double 
clicking speed, motion pointers 

Configure energy-saving settings 

Configure your internet display and 
connection settings 

Change the sound scheme or 
configure your settings for speakers 

and recording devices 

Change the appearance of your 
desktop, such as background, 
screensaver, colors, font sizes, 

and screen resolution 

See information about computer systems 
and change settings for hardware, 

performance, and automatic updates 

Change users account settings and 
passwords for people who use the 

computer 

Setup windows to automatically 
deliver important updates 

Add, change, and manage fonts 

Customize the display of file and 
folders, change file associations 

Schedule computer task to run 
automatically 

Why change the look of the computer? Whenever we use something for an extended time we give it 
a touch of our personalities.  We put up a small picture or an object we like. We do this because it 

makes the space more comfortable.  
We can also customize the computer to make it easier to control.  
Using a computer should be comfortable, so go ahead try it! �  

Control Panels have a lot of things you can change, 
but like your TV if you don’t understand what they 
do it might be better not to touch them.  However if 
you are curious, just remember any changes can be 

stopped by pressing the cancel button.  
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To open the 
display 

control panel 
Click a tab to see different options 

Desktop 

Changes the picture or texture on your desktop  
Click on a different picture to see a sample of it 
Press apply to see the change 
 

Changes what appears when the computer is idle 
Choose a different screen saver 
Press preview to see what they do 

Screen  Saver 
 

Screen Resolution 
More resolution 
More workspace but icons, text and windows are 
smaller 
Less resolution  
Larger icons and windows but less workspace 

Settings Appearance 

Important  
After changing your options choose one 

Click Apply to keep changes 
or 

Click Cancel to get rid of changes 

Changes the look of windows and icons 
For example: the trim of windows, size of text, 
smoothness of icons… 
 

Change 
screensaver 

Customize 

Try it 

Idle time 

Preview 

Energy-saving 
settings 

Password Protection 

Search for pictures 

Scroll through Pictures 

Preview 

Specific items to change 

Themed settings 

Word sizing 

Change resolution 

Change amounts of 
colors 


