Hangin’ in Da Hood:Urban Lit
Booth, Coe.  Tyrell; 2006. (Y-Booth)

Tyrell, who is living in a Bronx homeless shelter with his spaced-out mother and younger brother, tries to avoid temptation so he does not end up in jail like his father.
Booth, Coe.  Kendra; 2008. (Y-Booth)

High schooler Kendra longs to live with her mother, who, unprepared for motherhood at age fourteen, left Kendra in the care of her grandmother.  Companion to Tyrell.
Buckhanon, Kalisha.  Upstate; 2005. (Y-P-BUC)

Can Natashia’s love for Antonio survive after he is sent to prison?

Carter, Nikki.  Step to This; 2009. (Y-Carter)

After getting a makeover, Gia scores a date with hottie football player Romeo, snags a spot on the Hi-Steppers dance squad, and makes a ton of new friends.
Carter, Nikki.  It Is What It Is; 2009. (Y-Carter)

Gia is stoked for the start of her junior year.  She is captain of the dance squad, back on good terms with her cousin, and her best friend Ricky is the new quarterback.  Now all the girls are after him, including her co-captain and her friend.  Now they both want her to help them score a date with Ricky.  Sequel to Step to This.
Carter, Nikki.  Cool Like That; 2009. (Y-Carter)

Gia and Ricky are off to a summer enrichment program together, and she hopes that he will finally make a move un her.  Ricky seems bent on playing it safe.  When Rashad, a cutie from the program, starts flirting with Gia, she’s got a new crush.  Sequel to It Is What It Is.
Carter, Nikki.  It’s All Good; 2009. (Y-Carter)

Gia can’t wait for the ball at the end of her junior year.  She’s been crushing on her friend Ricky is hoping he’ll ask her to the dance, but Kevin might be another possibility.  When scandal rocks the school, Gia and her friends will think twice about letting their crushes turn into something more.  Sequel to Cool Like That.

Carter, Nikki.  Not a Good Look; 1010. (Y-Carter)

Sunday Tolliver is close to making her music industry career dreams come true – until her mother spends her college fund.  Now, Sunday’s only chance to get to college is slaving has her personal assistant to her diva cousin, Dreya.
Carter, Nikki. All the Wrong Moves; 2011. (Y-Carter)

 All Sunday has to do is survive touring with her cousin, and she’ll finally get a shot at her dreams, but mega-badboy-star, Truth, refuses to believe that Sunday isn’t into him, and Dreya is doing everything she can to make Sunday pay.  Sequel to Not a Good Look.
Chase, Paula. So Not the Drama; 2007. (Y-Chase)

Mina has big plans for infiltrating the social glitterati at Del Rio Bay High – with a little help from her playground peeps Lizzie, Michael, and JZ.  Bit it isn’t long before her plans take a back seat to unexpected drama. 
Chase, Paula.  Don’t Get It Twisted; 2007. (Y-Chase)

In the longest three weeks of their lives, the members of the Del Ray Bay clique find friendships crossing the line, alliances blurring, and crushes catapulting them heart-first into all kinds of adventures.  Sequel to So Not the Drama.
Chase, Paula.  That’s What’s Up; 2008. (Y-Chase)

As freshman year comes comes to a close, the clique from Del Rio Bay High look forward to a drama-free spring break, but they’re not going to get it. Sequel to Don’t Get It Twisted.
Chase, Paula. Who You Wit’?; 2008. (Y-Chase)

Things are heating up in Del Rio Bay.  Mina’s so sprung over Brian that she’s having a hard time just thinking straight so she’s not ready when her best friend makes their clique swear to a year-long virginity pact.  Sequel to That’s What’s Up.
Chase, Paula. Flipping the Script; 2009. (Y-Chase)

It’s junior year at Del Ray High, and Mina’s feeling insecure while her boyfriend Brian is at Duke University.  Meanwhile, Rob’s presence around the clique triggers star athlete JZ’s feelings of homophobia.  Sequel to Who You Wit’?.
Davidson, Dana.  Jason & Kyra; 2004. (Y-Davidson)

Handsome and popular Jason tries to come to terms with his irascible, often absent father and his growing attraction to the quiet, studious Kyra.
Davidson, Dana.  Played; 2005. (Y-Davidson)

When one of Ian’s boys dares him to sleep with plain-faced, nobody Kylie, he thinks it will be a snap.  If he succeeds, he’ll be down with the most popular crew in his school.
Divine, L.  The Fight; 2006. (Y-Divine)

When Jayd returns to South Bay High, she discovers her former best friend is out to get her and her ex’s new girlfriend wants to fight, which forces Jayd to turn to Mama and her bag of tricks for help.
Divine, L.  Second Chance; 2006.  (Y-Divine)

Back at high school, Jayd Jackson is looking for a new boyfriend and finds one in Jeremy Weiner, a half-Jewish white boy from Palos Verdes whose parents are rich. Sequel to The Fight.
Divine, L.  Jayd’s Legacy; 2007. (Y-Divine)

Jayd, happily in a relationship with the coolest guy every, deal with her ex, who is trying to break them up, and her best friend, who is causing all sorts of drama ash runs for homecoming Princess.  Sequel to Second Chance.
Divine, L.  Frenemies; 2008. (Y-Divine)

While dealing with her best friend Nellie, who does not want to hang out anymore, Jayd must figure out what is bother her standoffish boyfriend and how to handle her unexpected feelings for another guy.  Sequel to Jayd’s Legacy.
Divine, L. Lady J; 2008.  (Y-Divine)

With her relationship with Jeremy behind her, Jayd realizes drama is just a part of life.  As she starts to focus on her legacy as a conjure woman, she finds even that comes with a line of rivals.  Sequel to Frenemies.
Divine, L. Courtin’ Jayd; 2008. (Y-Divine)

Now that both of Jayd’s cliques have crossed paths and are getting along, Jayd hopes smooth sailing is ahead, but with problems at home and some beef with Rah, Jayd realizes they don’t call her Drama High for nothing. Sequel to Lady J.
Divine, L. Hustlin’; 2009. (Y-Divine)

Between Christmas, the annual Fall Festival and baby-mama issues, South Bay High is vibrating with activity, excitement, and drama.  Sequel to Courtin’ Jayd.
Divine, L. Keep It Movin’; 2009. (Y-Divine)
Even at holiday times, things can get heated at South Bay High.  Jayd is focusing on her braiding in the hopes of getting respect and money, but school drama returns as usual.  Sequel to Hustlin’.
Divine, L. Holidaze; 2009. (Y-Divine)

It’s almost Valentine’s Day at South Bay High, but romance is the last thing on Jayd’s mind.  To protect herself and bring her crew back together, she will need more than her inner strength.  She’ll need the help of her gifted ancestors.  Sequel to Keep It Movin’.
Divine, L.  Culture Clash; 2010. (Y-Divine)

Fed up with the way her school is handling Cultural Awareness Day, Jayd decides to form the first African Student Union.  At the same time, she can’t deny her attraction for Emilio, the new Latino sophomore at South Bay High.  Sequel to Holidaze.
Divine, L.  Cold as Ice; 2010. )Y-Divine)

After failing her pre-test exam for Advanced Placement, Jay joins a study group to sharpen her skills and meets a whole new crew.  Unfortunately, Jayd’s the only one who’s happy about her newfound study habits and newfound friends.  Sequel to Culture Clash.
Divine, L.  Pushin’; 2010. (Y-Divine)

In the midst of chaos in practically every area of her life, Jayd tries to concentrate on the things that are important to her and that could hold the key to bringing the chaos under control for good.  Sequel to Cold as Ice.
Draper, Sharon M. Tears of a Tiger; 1996. (Y-P-DRA)

The death of high school basketball star Rob Washington in an automobile accident affects the lives of his close friend Andy, who was driving the care, and many others.
Draper, Sharon M. Forged by Fire; 1997. (Y-P-DRA)

Teenage Gerald, who has spent years protecting his fragile half-sister from their abusive father, faces the prosepect of one final confrontation before the roblem can be solved. Companion to Tears of a Tiger.
Draper, Sharon M. Romiette and Julio; 2001. (Y-P-DRA)

Romiette, an African American girl, and Julio, a Hispanic boy, discover they attend the same school after falling in love on the Internet, but are harassed by a gang whose members object to their interracial dating.

Draper, Sharon M. Darkness Before Dawn; 2001. (Y-P-DRA)

Recovering from the recent suicide of her ex-boyfriend, senior class president Keisha Montgomery finds herself attracted to a dangerous, older man.

Draper, Sharon M. Double Dutch; 2002. (Y-Draper)

Three friends, preparing for the International Double Dutch Championship, cope with Randy’s missing father, Delia’s inability to read, and YoYo’s encounter with bullies.

Draper, Sharon M. The Battle of Jericho; 200. (Y-Draper)

A high school junior and his cousin suffer the ramifications of joining what seems to be a “reputable” school club.
Draper, Sharon M. November Blues; 2007. (Y-Draper/Y-LPeD-Draper)

A teen boy’s death in a hazing accident has lasting affects on his pregnant girlfriend and his guilt-ridden cousin, who gives up a promising music career to play football.  Sequel to The Battle of Jericho.
Ewing, Lynne.  Drive-by; 1996. (Y-P-EWI)

Twelve-year-old Tito, while helping to care for his little sister, struggles to find his way during the aftermath of his brother’s death in a gang-related shooting.
Ewing, Lynne.  Party Girl; 1998. (Y-P-EWI)

The death of her best friend Ana in a drive-by shooting causes fifteen-year-old Kata to question her position in the Los Angeles gang life.
Flake, Sharon G.  The Skin I’m In; 1998. (Y-P-FLA Romance)

Thirteen-year-old Maleeka, uncomfortable because her skin is extremely dark, meets a new teacher with a birthmark on her face and makes some discoveries about how to love who she is and what she looks like.

Flake, Sharon G.  Money Hungry; 2001. (Y-PRD-FLA)

All thirteen-year-old Raspberry can think of is making money so she and her mother never have to worry about living on the streets again.
Flake, Sharon G.  Begging for Change; 2003. (Y-Flake/Y-PR-FLA)

Raspberry Hill tries to sort out her confused feelings of disgust, shame, and love for her homeless, drug-addicted father and worries she may have inherited his lying, stealing ways.  Sequel to Money Hungry.

Flake, Sharon G.  Who Am I Without Him: Short Stories About Girls and the Boys in Their Lives; 2004. (Y-Flake)

In the game of love, young men and women weigh, what they need from the opposite sex against what they need to find in themselves in these 12 unique tales.
Flake, Sharon G. Bang!; 2005. (Y-Flake)

A teenage boy must face the harsh realities of inner city life, a disintegrating family, and destructive temptations as he struggles to find his identity as a young man. 

Grimes, Nikki.  Bronx Masquerade. (Y-Grimes)

While studying the Harlem Renaissance, students at a high school read aloud poems they’ve written, revealing their innermost thoughts and fears to each other.
Grimes, Nikki.  Dark Sons; 2005. (Y-Grimes)

Alternating poems compare the conflicted feelings of Ishmael, son of the Biblical patriarch Abraham, and Sam, a New York teen , as they come to terms with abandonment by their fathers and their love for their younger stepbrothers.
Grimes, Nikki.  Jazmin’s Notebook; 1998. (Y-P-GRI)

Jazmin, an African American teen who lives in a small Harlem apartment in the 1960’s, finds strength in writing poetry and keeping a record of the events in her difficult life.
Grimes, Nikki.  The Road to Paris; 2006. (Y-P-GRI)

Inconsolable at being separated from her older brother, Paris is apprehensive about her new foster family but just as she learns to trust them, she faces a life-changing decision.
Johnson, Angela.  Running Back to Ludie; 2001. (Y-Johnson)

A young girl examines relationships, her memories of her mother who deserted her, and her concerns about allowing herself to become her mother’s daughter once again.
Johnson, Angela.  Looking for Red; 2002. (Y-Johnson/Y-LPeD-Johnson)

A thirteen-year-old girl struggles to cope with the loss of her beloved older brother, who disappeared four months earlier off the coast of Cape Cod.

Johnson, Angela. Heaven; 1998. (Y-P-JOH)

Fourteen-year-old Marley’s seemingly perfect life in the small town of Heaven is disrupted when she discovers her father and mother are not her real parents.

Johnson, Angela.  First Part Last; 2003.  (Y-Johnson/Y-PRD-JOH)

Bobby’s carefree teenage life changes forever when he becomes a father and must care for his adored baby daughter. Sequel to Heaven.
Johnson, Angela.  Sweet, Hereafter; 2010. (Y-Johnson)

Sweet leaves her family and goes to live in a cabin in the woods with the quiet but understanding Curtis, to whome she feels intensely connected, just as he is called back to serve in Iraq.  Sequel to First Part Last.
Johnson, Angela. A Cool Moonlight; 2003. (Y-P-JOH)

Lila, born with xeroderma pigmentosum, a skin disease that makes her sensitive to sunlight, makes secret plans to feel the sun’s rays on her birthday.

Johnson, Angela. Bird; 2004. (Y-Johnson)

Devastated by the loss of her second father, Bird follows her stepfather to Alabama in the hopes of convincing him to come home.  Along the way, two boys cope with their own problems.
Jordan, Dream. Hot Girl; 2008. (Y-Jordan)

Kate, a 14-year-old girl and former gang member, risks losing her first good foster family when she adopts the risqué ways of her flirtatious new friend, Naleejah.
McDonald, Janet. Spellbound; 2001. (Y-LPeD-McDonald)

Raven, a teen mother and school dropout living in a housing project, decidesto study for a spelling be which could lead to a college prep program and a four-year scholarship.
McDonald, Janet. Chill Wind; 2002. (Y-LPeD-McDonald)

Afraid that she will have nowhere to go when her welfare checks are stopped,  Aisha tries to figure out how she can support herself and her two young children in New York City.

McDonald, Janet.  Twists and Turns; 2003. (Y- McDonald)

With the help of a couple of successful friends, Teesha and Keeba try to capitalize on their talents by opening a hair salon in the run-down housing project where they live.
McDonald, Janet.  Brother Hood; 2004. (Y-McDonald)

Nate, an academically gifted student who attends an exclusive private boarding school, straddles two cultures as he returns home for occasional visits to see his family and gangta crew.

McDonald, Janet. Harlem Hustle; 2006. (Y-McDonald)

Eric “Hustle” Samson, a smart and street-wise 17-year-old dropout from Harlem, aspires to rap stardom, a dream he naively believes is about to come true.
McDonald, Janet.  Off-Color; 2007. (Y-McDonald)

Cameron, living with her single mother in Brooklyn, finds her search for identity further complicated when she learns that she is the product of a biracial relationship.
Moore, Stephanie Perry.  Work What You Got; 2009. (Y-Moore)

Between moving off campus, gearing up to pledge a sorority, and trying to keep her faith first, sophomore Hayden Grant is about to become one very busy Beta.
Moore, Stephanie Perry. The Way We Roll; 2009. (Y-Moore)

New pledge Malloy runs into her crush Kade, and things heat up fast.  But Sharon, a Beta sister, is dating Kade and vows to do everything she can to keep Malloy out of the sorority. Sequel to What Work You Got.
Moore, Stephanie Perry.  Act Like You Know; 2009. (Y-Moore)
After a wild semester, the sisters of Beta Gamma Pi are worried that Alyx’s partying is ruining their reputation.  It’s going to be a year of hard work and tough emotions, but Alyx is going to have to get her act together in more ways than one. Sequel to The Way We Roll.
Moore, Stephanie Perry. Got It Going On; 2010. (Y-Moore)

In a sorority, reputation is everything, and Cassidy has a lot to prove.  She soon discovers some long hidden secrets that will teach her the true meaning of forgiveness, friendship, and what it means to have it going on.  Sequel to The Way We Roll.
Moore, Stephanie Perry.  Get What You Give; 2010. (Y-Moore)

It’s time for Haily to listen to her heart and determine her future.  Good thing she has her faith to guide her.  Sequel to Got It Going On. 
Moore, Stephanie Perry. Prime Choice; 2007. (Y-Moore)
Perry has everything going for him: great grades, awesome football record, college recruiters chasing him down.  He would also like to take his relationship with Tori to the next level, but their beliefs indicate they should put that off.

Moore, Stephanie Perry. Pressing Hard; 2007. (Y-Moore)
When his ex-girlfriend makes trouble for him and a tragic car accident involving his friends occurs after a basketball game, Perry finds himself questioning everything and everyone around him, except his faith in God. Sequel to Prime Choice.
Moore, Stephanie Perry. Problem Solved; 2007. (Y-Moore)
When Perry attends a Christian sports camp in South Carolina, he comes face-to-face with racism and jealousy as the police accuse him of a crime he did not commit and his new teammates resent his skills on the football field. Sequel to Pressing Hard.
Moore, Stephanie Perry. Prayed Up; 2008. (Y-Moore)
Now that he's taken his relationship with Savoy to the next level, Perry is having some major regrets, and this anxiety is starting to affect his game. Quickly things are put into perspective when, on the flight home, their plane has to make an emergency landing. Sequel to Problem Solved.
Moore, Stephanie Perry. Promise kept; 2008.

Perry is stressed out with the holidays, his team striving for the national championship, a teammate in the hospital and a sick grandmother.  He hopes he can find the answers he needs in God.  Sequel to Prayed Up.
Myers, Walter Dean.  Hoops; 1981. (Y-P-MYE)

A teen basketball player is befriended by a former player, who, after being forced to quite because of a scandal, hopes to prevent other young athletes from repeating his mistake.
Myers, Walter Dean.  The Legend of Tarik; 1981. (Y-P-MYE Fantasy)

After witnessing the annihilation of his people by El Muerte’s legions, young Tarik undergoes the training which will enable him to destroy this fierce leader.
Myers, Walter Dean.  The Outside Shot; 1984. (Y-PRD-MYE)

Recruited by a small Midwestern college to play basketball, a Harlem boy has many new experiences, including working with a child who needs physical therapy and dealing with corruption in college sports.
Myers, Walter Dean.  Crystal; 1987. (Y-P-MYE)

Crystal has difficulty trying to reconcile her personal and school life with the sexy, sophisticated persona her career as a quickly advancing model.
Myers, Walter Dean.  Scorpions; 1988. (Y-PRD-MYE)

After reluctantly taking on the leadership of the Scorpions, Jamal finds that his enemies treat him with respect when he acquires a gun until a tragedy occurs.

Myers, Walter Dean.  The Mouse Rap; 1990 (Y-PRD-MYE)

During an eventful summer in Harlem, Mouse and his friends fall in and out of love and search for a hidden treasure from the days of Al Capone

Myers, Walter Dean. Somewhere in the Darkness; 1992. (Y-Myers/Y-P-MYE)
A teen boy accompanies his father, who has recently escaped from prison, on a trip that turns out to be one of (often painful) discovery for them both.
Myers, Walter Dean. Darnell Rock Reporting; 1994. (Y-P-MYE)

Darnell’s sister and the other members of the Corner Crew doubt his work on the school paper, but the article he writes about a homeless man changes his attitudes about school.
Myers, Walter Dean.  Slam!; 1996. (Y-P-MYE)

Sixteen-year-old Slam Harris is counting on his basketball talents to get him out of the inner city and give him a chance to succeed in life, but his coach sees things differently.
Myers, Walter Dean.  Monster; 1999. (Y-Myers/Y-LPeD-Myers)

While on trial as an accomplice to murder, Steve Harmon records his experiences in prison and in the court room as he comes to terms with the course his life has taken.
Myers, Walter Dean.  Handbook for Boys; 2002. (Y-Myers/Y-P-MYE)

Sixteen-year-old Jimmy, on probation for assault, talks about life with three old men in a Harlem barbershop and hears about the tools he can use to get what he wants.
Myers, Walter Dean.  The Dream Bearer; 2002. (Y-LPeD-Myers)

During a summer in Harlem, David relies on his mother and a friend and on an old man he meets in the park to help him come to terms with his father’s outburst and unstable behavior.
Myers, Walter Dean.  The Beast; 2003. (Y-Myers)

A visit to his Harlem neighborhood and the discover that the girl he love is using drugs gives Anthony a new perspective both on his home and his life at a Connecticut prep school.
Myers, Walter Dean.  Shooter; 2004. (Y-Myers/Y-LPeD-Myers)

Written in the form of interviews, reports, and journal entries, the story of three troubled teenagers ends in a tragic school shooting.

Myers, Walter Dean.  Autobiography of My Dead Brother; 2005. (Y-Myers)

Jesse pours his hear and soul into his sketchbook to make sense of life in his troubled Harlem neighborhood and the loss of a close friend.
Myers, Walter Dean.  Street Love; 2007. (Y-Myers/Y-LPeD-Myers)

Surrounded by the street gangs and poverty in Harlem, Damien must take a bold tep to ensure that he and his new love will not be separated.

Myers, Walter Dean.  Game, 2008. (Y-LPeD-Myers)

In If Harlem high school senior, Drew is going to realize his dream of playing college and professional basketball, he will have to improve at being coached and being a team player, especially after a new (white) student threatens to take the scouts’ attention away.
Myers, Walter Dean.  Dope Sick, 2009. (Y-Myers)

Seeing no wait out of life in Harlem, Jeremy “Lil J” Dance flees into a house after a drug deal goes awry and meets someone who shows different turning points when Lil J could have made better choices.
Myers, Walter Dean.  Lockdown; 2010. (Y-Myers)

Teenage Reese, serving time at a juvenile detention facility, gets a lesson in making it through hard times from an unlikely friend with a harrowing past.
Porter, Connie.  Imani All Mine; 1999. (Y-Porter)

The unwed mother of a baby girl narrates, in her lyrical, street-smart voice, her progress on her journey to adulthood in an increasingly violent world.
Schraff, Anne E. Like a Broken Doll; 2011. (Y-P-SCH)
Accusations against Sereeta starts to fly after a number of thefts at school occur when she is in the area.  That is just the beginning of her problems.

Simone, Ni-Ni.  Shortie Like Mine; 2008. (Y-Simone)

Seven McNight is immersed in drama when her best friend Deeyah decides to play her boyfriend Josiah against his worst enemy, setting in motion a disastrous chain of events.
Simone, Ni-Ni.  If I Was Your Girl; 2008. (Y-Simone)

Toi had all the cuties coming her way as she was at every party.  This came at a price, and she became the 17-year-old mother of a baby boy. 
Simone, Ni-Ni.  A Girl Like Me; 2008. (Y-Simone)

With a great voice and lots of attitude, everyone wants to be Elite, but they don’t know about her rough home life.  When a radio contest introduces her to a great perform, she is going to try and shoot for a Cinderella story.
Simone, Ni-Ni. Teenage Love Affair; 2010. (Y-Simone)

Zsa-Zsa feels like she has it all, even as her boyfriend Ameen sometimes hits her, but when her old love Malachi returns, she starts to think she might need a change.
Sitomer, Alan Lawrence.  The Hoopster; 2005. (Y-Sitomer)

Andre Anderson is a black teenager who loes to play basketball.  When he is viciously attacked, it calls his whole world into question … even his deadly jumpshot.
Sitomer, Alan Lawrence.  Hip-Hop High School; 2007. (Y-Sitomer)

Theresa is really smart, but she can’t seem to compete with her older brother, who is her parents’ favorite, but when Devon comes into town, Theresa really starts to strive to be the best.
Sitomer, Alan Lawrence.  Homeboyz; 2007. (Y-Sitomer)

Teddy, who is known on the street as T-Bear, decides to seek revenge on the person responsible for his little sister’s death, which was caused by a stray bullet.
Souljah, Sister.  The Coldest Winter Ever; 1999. (Y-P-SOU)

Ghett-born, Winter is the young, wealthy daughter of a drug-dealing family.  She knows and loves the streets, but when her life takes an unhappy path, her street smarts and skills are put to the test.
Soujah, Sister.  Midnight: A Gangster Love Story; 2008. (Y-P-SOU)

Midnight has the benefit of  a wealthy influential African family and is sent to the US after his father’s empire is attacked.  Once he reaches Brooklyn, he starts to build a business and finds love.  Sequel to The Coldest Winter Ever.
Van Diepen, Allison. Street Pharm; 2006. (Y-P-VAN)

For sixteen-year-old Ty Johnson, the number one dealer on the streets, success is all about survival and the supply game is in his blood.
Volponi, Paul.  Rooftop; 2006. (Y-Volponi)

Still reeling from seeing the police shoot his unharmed cousin to death of a housing project, Clay is dragged into the whirlwind of the political manipulation that follows.
Volponi, Paul.  Rikers High; 2010. (Y-Volponi)

Arrested on a minor offense, a New York City teen attends high school in the jail facility on Rikers Island as he waits for his case to go to court.
Wallach, Diana Rodriguez. Amore and Summer Secrets; 2008 (Y-Wallach)

Mariana must leave her best friends to spend two months with her father's relatives in Puerto Rico, but slowly her resentment and discomfort turn into a way of finding herself.
.

Wallach, Diana Rodriguez. Amigas and School Scandals; 2008. (Y-Wallach)
Mariana is bringing a lot home from her vacation in Puerto Rico, including memories of a hot summer romance, a new understanding of her cousin who’s enrolling at her school.  Mariana’s friends are less than thrilled about the new arrival until Lily becomes popular.  Sequel to Amore and Summer Secrets.
Wallach, Diana Rodriguez. Adios to all the drama; 2009. (Y-Wallach)

Mariana must deal with her old flame, who's visiting from Puerto Rico, while she prepares to be a bridesmaid in her aunt's Eve wedding. But strained friendships, stolen kisses, and secret loves create plenty of surprises. Sequel to Amigas and School Scandals.
Whyman, Matt.  Boy Kills Man; 2005. (Y-Whyman)

Two thirteen-year-old boys, blood brothers and best friends, get drawn into a dangerous, violent world on the streets of a troubled Columbian city.
Williams, Lori Aurelia.  When Kambia Elaine Flew in from Neptune; 2000. (Y-Williams/Y-LPeD-Williams)

Shayla, an aspiring writer growing up in a poor section of Houston, can’t figure out the girl next door, Kambia Elaine, who tells fantastic stories.
Williams, Lori Aurelia.  Shayla’s Double Brown Baby Blues; 2001. (Y-Williams)

Shayla is upset when her estranged father’s newbaby is born on her birthday, but she learns her problems are nothing compared to those faced by her friends Kambia and Lemm. Sequel to When Kambia Elaine Flew in from Neptune.

Williams, Lori Aurelia.  Broken China; 2005. (Y-Williams)

China Cup Cameron, a single mother with only her paralyzed Uncle Simon for support, takes on tremendous personal debt in hopes of a beautiful funeral after her daughter dies.
Williams-Garcia, Rita.  Blue Tights; 1988. (Y-P-WIL)

Growing up in a city neighborhood, Joyce, unsure of herself and not quite comfortable with her body, tries to find a place to belong and a way to express herself through dance.
Williams-Garcia, Rita.  Every Time a Rainbow Dies; 2001. (Y-P-WIL)

After seeing a girl raped and becoming obsessed with her, Thulani finds motivation to move beyond his interest in his pigeons and his grief over his mother’s death.

Williams-Garcia, Rita. Jumped; 2009. (Y-Williams-Garcia)

The lives of Leticia, Dominique, and Trina are irrevocably intertwined through the course of a day in high school after Leticia hears Dominique’s plans to beat up Trina.
Wolff, Virginia Euwer.  The Mozart Season; 1991.  (Y-P-WOL)

Allegra spends her twelfth summer practicing a Mozart concerto for a violin competition and finding many significant connections in her world.
Wolff, Virginia Euwer.  Make Lemonade; 1993. (Y-Wolff/Y-LPeD-Wolff)

In order to earn money for college, fourteen-year-old LaVaughn babysits for a teenage mom.
Wolff, Virgina Euwer.  True Believer; 2001. (Y-LPeD-Wolff)

Living in the innercity amidst guns and poverty, LaVaughn learns from old and new friends and inspiring mentors that life is what you make of it – an occasion to rise to. Sequel to Make Lemonade.
Wolff, Virginia Euwer.  This Full House; 2009 (Y-Wolff)

High-school senior LaVaughn’s perceptions and expectations of her life begin to change as she learns about the many unexpected connections between the people she loves best. Sequel to True Believer. 
Woods, Brenda. Emako Blue; 2006. (Y-Woods)

Monterey, Savannah, Jamal, and Eddie have never had much to do with each other until Emako Blue shows up at chorus practice, but just as their lives become intertwined, tragedy tears them apart.

Woodson, Jacqueline. I Hadn’t Meant to Tell You This; 1994. (Y-P-WOO)

Marie, the only black girl in the eighth grade willing to befriend Lena discovers that Lena’ father is doing horrible things to her in private.
Woodson, Jacqueline.  From the Notebooks of Melanin Sun, 1995. (Y-Woodson)

Fourteen-year-old Melanin Sun’s comfortable, quiet life is shattered when his mother reveals she has fallen in love with a woman.

Woodson, Jacqueline.  The House You Pass on the Way, 1997. (Y-LPeD-Woodson)

When Staggerlee spends a summer with her cousin Trout, she begins to question her sexuality and catches a glimpse of her possible future self.

Woodson, Jacqueline.  Miracle’s Boys; 2000. (Y-Woodson)

Lafayette’s close relationship with his older brother Charlie changes after Charlie is released from a detention home and blames Lafayette for the death of their mother.
Woodson, Jacqueline.  If You Come Softly; 2001. (Y-Woodson)

After meeting at their private school, Jeremiah, who is black and whose parents are separated, and Ellie, who is white and whose mother has twice abandoned her, fall in love, and then they try to cope with people’s reactions.

Woodson, Jacqueline.  Hush; 2002. (Y-Woodson)

Twelve-year-old Toswiah finds her life changed when her family enters the witness protection program.

Woodson, Jacqueline.  Locomotion; 2003. (Y-Woodson)

Lonnie writes about his life after the death of his parents, separated from his younger sister, living in a foster home, and finding his voice at school.
Woodson, Jacqueline.  Peace, Locomotion; 2009. (Y-Woodoson)

Through letters to his little sister, who is living in another foster home, Lonnie, also known as Locomotion, keeps a record of their lives while they are apart, describing his own foster family.  Sequel to Locomotion.
Woodson, Jacqueline.  Feathers; 2007. (Y-Woodson)

When a new, white student nicknamed “The Jesus Boy” joins her sixth-grade class, Frannie’s growing friendship with him makes her start to see some things in a new light. 
