African American Girls

Flake, Sharon.  The Skin I’m in; 1998. (Y-P-FLA Romance)

Thirteen-year-old Maleeka, uncomfortable because her skin is extremely dark, meets a teacher with a birthmark on her face and makes discoveries about how to love herself.

Grimes, Nikki.  Jazmin’s Notebook; 1998. (Y-P-GRI)

Jazmin, an African American teen who lives in a small Harlem apartment in the 1960’s, finds strength in writing poetry and keeping a record of the events in her difficult life.
Hesse, Karen.  Witness; 2001. (Y-Hesse/Y-PRD-HES)

A series of poems express the views of the citizens of a small Vermont town, during the 1920s when the Ku Klux Klan is trying to infiltrate the area.
Johnson, Angela.  Fourteen-year-old Marley’s seemingly perfect life in the small town of Heaven is disrupted when she discovers her father and mother are not her real parents.

Johnson, Angela.  Looking for Red; 2002. (Y-Johnson/Y-LPeD-Johnson)

A thirteen-year-old girl struggles to cope with the loss of her beloved older brother, who disappeared four months earlier of the coast of Cape Cod.

Myers, Walter Dean. Crystal; 1987. (Y-P-MYE)

Fifteen-year-old Crystal has difficulty trying to reconcile her personal and school life with the sexy sophisticated persona her career as a quirky advancing high-fashion model.
Myers, Walter Dean. Darnell Rock Reporting; 1994. (Y-P-MYE)

Darnell’s sister and the other members of the Corner Crew doubt his work on the school paper, but the article he writes about a homeless man changes his attitudes about school.
Myers, Walter Dean.  Mouse Rap; 1990. (Y-P-MYE)

During and eventful summer in Harlem, fourteen-year-old Mouse and his friends fall in and out of love and search for a hidden treasure from the days of Al Capone.

Sanders, Dori.  Clover; 1990. (Y-P-SAN)

After her father dies within hours of being married to a white woman, a 10-year-old black girl learns with her new mother to overcome grief and adjust to a new home.
Simone, Ni-Ni.  Teenage Love Affair; 2010. (Y-Simone)

Zsa-Zsa has a car, great clothes, and a boyfriend who hurts her when he is angry. When an old friend moves back to the hood, Zsa-Zsa must decide who is the real love of her life.
Williams-Garcia, Rita. Like Sisters on the Homefront; 1995. (Y-Willaims/Y-P-WIL)

Troubled fourteen-year-old Gayle is sent down South to live with her uncle and aunt, where her life begins to change as she experiences the healing power of the family.

Wolff, Virginia Euwer.  Make Lemonade; 1993. (Y-Wolff/Y-LPeD-Wolff)

In order to earn money for college, fourteen-year-old LaVaughn babysits for a teenage mom.
Wolff, Virgina Euwer.  True Believer; 2001. (Y-LPeD-Wolff)

Living in the innercity amidst guns and poverty, LaVaughn learns from old and new friends and inspiring mentors that life is what you make of it – an occasion to rise to. Sequel to Make Lemonade.
Woodson, Jacqueline. Hush; 2002. (Y-Woodson/Y-PRD-WOO)

Twelve-year-old Toswiah finds her life changed when her family enters the witness protection program.

Woodson, Jacqueline. If You Come Softly; 1998. (Y-Woodson)

Jeremiah, who is black and whose parents are separated, and Ellie, who is white and whose mother has twice abandoned her, fall in love and cope with people’s reactions.

Woodson, Jacqueline. Miracle’s Boys; 2000. (Y-Woodson/Y-P-Woodson)

Lafayette’s close relationship with his older brother Charlie changes after Charlie is released from a detention home and blames Lafayette for the death of their mother.

