The Art of the Tale

Alphin, Elaine Marie. Simon Says; 2002. (Y-P-ALP)

An alienated, aspiring painter who attends high school at a boarding school for the arts discovers that being true to himself means opening the door to  pain and pleasure.
Anderson, Laurie Halse. Speak; 1999. (Y-Anderson/Y-PRD-AND)

A traumatic event near the end of the summer has a devastating effect on Melinda’s freshman year in high school.  If only she could talk about it!
Balliett, Blue.  Chasing Vermeer; 2004. (Y-LPeD-Balliett)

When stranger and seemingly unrelated events start happing and a precious Vermeer painting disappears, Petra and Calder combine talents to solve an art scandal.
Bowler, Tim.  River Boy; 2000. (Y-LPeD-Bowler/Y-P-BOW)

Knowing that he is dying, Jesse’s grandfather insists on returning to the river he had known as a boy to finish a special painting and fulfill a lifelong dream.
Brashares, Ann.  The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants, 2001. (Y-Brashares/Y-PRD-BRA/Y-LPeD-Brashares)
Four best girlfriends spend the biggest summer of their lives enchanted by a magical pair of pants.
Brashares, Ann.  The Second Summer of the Sisterhood,2003. (Y-Brashares/Y-P-BRA/Y-LPeD-Brashares)

The Sisterhood has another summer of life-changing experiences that they handle with the help of their mutual friendship and a pair of magical jeans.
Brashares, Ann.  Girls in Pants: The Third Summer of the Sisterhood, 2005. (Y-Brashares/Y-LPeD-Brashares)

The members of the Sisterhood graduate from high school and spend their last summer before college learning about life and themselves.
Brashares, Ann.  Forever in Blue: The Fourth Summer of the Sisterhood, 2007.  (Y-Brashares/Y-LPeD-Brashares)

As their lives take them in different directions, the members of the Sisterhood discover more things about themselves and the importance of their relationships with each other.

Butcher, Kristin.  Zee’s Way’; 2004. (Y-P-BUT Hi/Lo)

When a store owner catches him painting graffiti on the store’s wall, Zee must choose between making a statement and making art.
Castellucci, Cecil & Jim Rugg.  The Plain Janes; 2007. (Y-Graphic Novel Castelucci)

Jane goes looking for friends outside of the in-crowd and discovers a lunch table of loners who are really creative and adventurous art lovers.
Cirrone, Dorian.  Dancing in Red Shoes Will Kill You; 2005. (Y-Cirrone)

Kayle, a ballet dancer, and her sister Paterson, an artist, are both helped and hindered by classmates as they deal with sexism, conformity and censorship at their school for the arts.
Cormier, Robert.  Tunes for Bears to Dance to; 1992. (Y-Cormier)

Henry escapes his family’s problems by watching the woodcarving of a Holocaust survivor but when Henry is tricked into betraying his friend he comes to know true evil.
Cullen, Lynn.  I Am Rembrandt’s Daughter; 2007. (Y-Cullen Historical)

In 17th century Amsterdam, Cornelia’s life as the illegitimate child of the artist Rembrandt is marked by plague, poverty, and despair at ever earning her father’s love.
Dessen, Sarah.  The Truth about Forever, 2004. (Y-Dessen)

Over the summer, Macy plans to work at the library and await her boyfriend’s return. Instead she works for a caterer, making new friends and facing the loss of her father.
Ehrenhaft, Daniel. Drawing a Blank, or, How I Tried to Solve a Mystery, End a Feud, and Land the Girl of My Dreams; 2006. (Y-Ehrenhaft)

Carlton Dunne IV, an outcast graphic novelist, teams up with a beautiful Scottish girl who years to be a police offcer to resolve an ancient feud and save Carlton’s father.
Ehrenhaft, Daniel.  Dirty Laundry; 2009. (Y-Ehrenhaft)

Carli, a teen actress who has gone undercover at a boarding school to research a role, hooks up with a student graffiti artist to investigate the disappearance of another pupil.

Frank, Hillary. Better Tan Running at Night; 2002. (Y-P-FRA)
Ellie, having endured a lonely high school existence, tries to make a place for herself as a freshman art student at the New England College of Art and Design. 

Fredericks, Mariah.  The True Meaning of Cleavage; 2003. (Y-Fredericks)

When Jess and Sari, best friends since seventh grade, begin their freshman year and Sari becomes obsessed with a senior, Jess wonders if their friendship will survive.
Hayes, Daniel.  Eye of the Beholder; 1992. (Y-P-HAY)

Tyler and Lymie mastermind a hoax in which they imitate the sculptures of a famous artist who once lived in their tine, but end up having there are accepted as genuine.
Johnson, Maureen.  Girl at Sea; 2007. (Y-Johnson)

High-school junior Clio Ford reluctantly gives up her dream job and a potential first kiss to take a working vacation with her estranged father on a yacht in Italy.
Kephart, Beth.  Nothing But Ghosts; 2009. (Y-Kephart)

After her mother’s death, Katie copes with her grief by working in the gard of an old estate, where she becomes intrigued byt eh story of a reclusive millionaire.
Konigsburg, E.L.  The Outcasts of 19 Schuyler Place, 2004 (Y-Konigsburge/Y-LPeD-Konigsburg)

Upon leaving summer camp, Margaret Rose Kane spearheads a campaign to preserve three unique towers her uncles have been building in their backyard for over 40 years.
Konigsburg, E.L. The Mysterious Edge of the Heroic World, 2007. (Y-Konigsburg)

Amedo moves into a new town with a dream.  He wants to discover something and he wants a friend to share his search.
Lowry, Lois.  Gathering Blue; 2000. (Y-LPeD-Lowry/Y-PRD-LOW)

Lame and suddenly orphaned, Kira is mysteriously removed from her squalid village to live in the palatial Council Edifice, where she is expected to use her gifts as a weaver. Companion to The Giver.
Lyga, Barry.  The Astonishing Adventures of Fanboy & Goth Girl; 2006. (Y-Lyga)

A “geek” who keeps a lists of those who torment him and pours his energy into his own graphic novel encounters Kyra, who helps him change his outlook on everything.
Hayes, Daniel.  Eye of the Beholder; 1992. (Y-P-HAY)

Tyler and Lymie mastermind a hoax in which they imitate sculptures of a famous artist from their town, but they find themselves in trouble when people think it is really art.
Johnson, Maureen.  13 Little Blue Envelopes; 2005. (Y-Johnson)

When Ginny receives a packet of mysterious envelopes from her favorite aunt, she leaves New Jersey to criss-cross Europe on a sort of scavenger hunt that transforms her life.
Koja, Kathe.  The Blue Mirror; 2004. (Y-Koja)

Loner Maggiy Klass, who often seeks refuge from her alcoholic mother’s apartment by sitting and drawing in an area café, becomes involved in a destructive relationship.
Koja, Kathe.  Buddha Boy; 2003. (Y-LPeD-Koja)

Justin spends time with Jinsen, an unusual and artistic new student whom the school bullies torment, and makes choices that impact on Jinsen, himself, and the entire school.
Konigsburg, E.L.  The Outcasts of 19 Schuyler Place, 2004 (Y-Konigsburge/Y-LPeD-Konigsburg)

Upon leaving summer camp, Margaret Rose Kane spearheads a campaign to preserve three unique towers her uncles have been building in their backyard for over 40 years.
Lisle, Janet Taylor.  The Art of Keeping Cool, 2000.  (Y-P-LIS)

In 1942, Robert and his cousin Elliot uncover family secrets while staying in their grandparents’ town, where they meet a German artist who is suspected of being a spy.

Lyga, Barry.  The Astonishing Adventures of Fanboy & Goth Girl; 2006. (Y-Lyga)

A “geek,” who keeps a list of those who torment him at school, pours his energy into creating a great grphic novel, encounters Kyra, who helps him change his outlook on life.
Lynch, Chris. Freewill; 2001.  (Y-Lynch)

A teen trying to recover from the tragic death of his father and stepmother believes himself to be responsible for a rash of teen suicides occurring in his town.
Maguire, Gregory. Confessions of an Ugly Stepsister; 1999. (Y-PRD-MAG)

A retelling of “Cinderella,” told from the perspective of one of the stepsisters that turns the entire legend around in a thoughtful look at what it means to be beautiful.
Meyer, Carolyn.  Marie, Dancing, 2005.  (Y-Meyer Historical)

The story of Marie Van Goethem, an impoverished student from the Paris Opera ballet school, who became the model for Edgar Degas’ famous sculpture, “The Little Dancer.”
Mori, Kyoko.  Shizuko’s Daughter; 1993.  (Y-PRD-MOR)

After her mother’s suicide, Yuki spends years living with her distant father and his resentful new wife, cut off from her mother’s family and relying on her inner strength.
Myers, Walted Dean.  Autobiography of My Dead Brother; 2005. (Y-Myers)

Jesse pours his hear and soul into his sketchbook to make sense of life in his troubled Harlem neighborhood and the loss of a close friend.
Nickerson, Sara.  How to Disappear Completely and Never Be Found; 2002.  (Y-Nickerson/Y-PRD-NIC)

With a swimming medal, the key to a mansion, anda comic book about a half-man/half-rat as her only clues, Margaret seeks the true story about her father’s mysterious death.
Nolan, Han.  Send Me Down a Miracle; 1996. (Y-P-NOL)

A Sleep, God-fearing southern town erupts in chaos when a flamboyant artist from New York City returns to her birthplace for an artistic experiment.
Pearce, Jacqueline. Manga Touch; 2007. (Y-P-PEA Hi/Lo)

Dana is spending time in Japan, but in spite of her love of manga and Japanese culture, being there with her former friend and her new exclusive clique might make the experience lonelier than expected
Rees, Celia.  The Wish House; 2006. (Y-Rees)

An invitation to an art exhibit sets off memories of a pivotal summer when Richard was vacationing in South Wales.  He comes under the influence of an artistic family.
Rees, Douglas. Vampire High: Sophomore Year; 2009. (Y-Rees)

When Cody’s Goth cousin Turk moves in, enrolls at Vlad Dracul, and decides to turn an abandoned mill into an art center, the vempire students are not pleased and Cody’s hopes for a great year are blighted. Sequel to Vampire High.

Reiss, Kathryn.  Blackthorn Winter; 2006. (Y-Reiss Mystery)

An idyllic artists’ colony in England is the scene of murder, and American-born Juliana Martin-Drake attempts to solve the crime while unraveling the mystery of her own past.

Park, Linda Sue.  A Single Shard; 2001. (Y-Park/Y-LPeD-Park)

Tree-ear, a 13-year-old orphan in medieval Korea, lives under a bridge in a potter’s village and longs to learn how to throw the delicate celadon ceramics himself.
Schindler, Holly.  A Blue So Dark; 2010. (Y-Schindler)

Aura struggles alone to cope with the symptoms of her mother’s schizophrenia, she wishes for a normal life, but fears her artisitc ability and genes will result in her own insanity someday.

Shea, Pegi Deitz.  Tangled Threads: A Hmong Girl’s Story, 2003.  (Y-RI-Shea)

After ten years in a refugee camp in Thailand, Mai Yang travels to Providence, where her she must find a balance between her Americanized and her grandmother’s connection to their Hmong heritage.

Sones, Sonya.  What My Girlfriend Doesn’t Know, 2007. (Y-Sones)
Robin Murphy is so unpopular at high school that his name is slang for "loser." When he begins dating Sophie, her reputation plummets. He finds acceptance in a drawing class. Sequel to What My Mother Doesn’t Know.
Wilson, Jacqueline.  Girls Out Late; 2002.  (Y-Wilson)
Ellie misses curfew by going to a park with a boy she just met,  lies to her father and stepmother, and is put in a dangerous situation in London by her two best friends.
Wittlinger, Ellen.  Razzle, 2001. (Y-Wittliner/Y-PRD-WIT)

When his parents buy a group of tourist cabins, Kenyon's days are filled with repair work until he befriends an eccentric girl and makes her the subject of a series of photographs.
Wong, Emily.  Seeing Emily; 2005. (Y-Wong)

The experiences of Emily, a gifted artists and daughter of immigrants to the United States, as she tries to reconcile her American self with her Chinese heritage.
