Giving Your Time to Others: Novels about Community Service
Avi.  Nothing But the Truth: A Documentary Novel, 1991.  (Y-LPeD-Avi/Y-PRD-Avi)

A ninth-grader's suspension for singing "The Star-Spangled Banner" during homeroom becomes a national news story 
Bauer, Joan.  Hope Was Here, 2000 (Y-Bauer/Y-PRD-BAU/Y-LPeD-Bauer)

When Hope and the aunt who raised her move from New York to Wisconsin to work in a diner, they become involved with the owner’s campaign to oust the town’s corrupt mayor.
Bennett, Cherie & Jeff Gottesfeld. A Heart Divided; 2004. (Y-Bennett)

When Kate, an aspiring playwright, moves from New Jersey to attend high school in the South, she is embroiled in a controversy to remove the school’s Confederate flag symbol.

Cabot, Meg.  Project Princess; 2003 (Y-P-CAB)

Princess Mia and her friends volunteer to build a house for the less fortunate during their spring break Sequel to Princess in Waiting.
Carvell, Marlene.  Who Will Tell My Brother?; 2002. (Y-p-CAR)

During his lonely crusade to remove offensive mascots from his school, a Native American teen learns more about his heritage, ancestors, and his place in the world.
Cooney, Caroline B.  Burning Up; 1999. (Y-PRD-COO)

When a girl she met at an church is murdered, Macey channels her grief into a school project that leads her to uncover prejudice she had not imagined in her community.
Crutcher, Chris. The Sledding Hill; 2005. (Y-Crutcher)

Billy, recently deceased, keeps an eye on his friend Eddie, who has added to his home and school problems by becoming mute, and helps him stand up to a censorship challenge.
Doyon, Stephanie.  Buying Time; 1999. (Y-P-DOY)
Having just graduated and planning out her future, Miranda joins her brother in Virginia, where he is doing volunteer work building houses for the disadvantaged.
Garden, Nancy.  The Year They Burned the Books, 1999.  (Y-Garden)

While trying to come to terms with her own lesbian feelings, Jamie, a high-school senior, finds herself in the middle of a battle over the new health education curriculum.

Hiaasen, Carl.  Flush; 2005. (Y-Hiaasen/Y-LPeD-Hiaasen)

With their father jailed for sinking a river boat, Noah and his younger sister Abbey must gather evidence that the owner is emptyin ghis bilge tanks into protected waters. 
Hiaasen, Carl.  Hoot; 2002. (Y-Hiaasen/Y-LPeD-Hiaasen/Y-PRD-HIA)

Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved in another boy’s attempt to save a colony of burrowing owls from a proposed construction site.
Howe, Norma. The Adventures of Blue Avenger; 2000. (Y-P-HOW)

Trying to cope with his father’s death, David decides to change his name to Blue Avenger, hoping to find a way to make a difference in his neighborhood and in the world.
Howe, Norma.  Blue Avenger Cracks the Code; 2000.  (Y-P-HOW)

In his new identity as Blue Avenger, David visits Venice and continues to pursue various crusades, including trying to solve the mystery of who really wrote Shakespeare’s works.  Sequel to The Adventures of Blue Avenger.

Kass, Pnina.  Real Time; 2004. (Y-Kass)

Tomas persuades his mother to let him leave Germany to volunteer at an Israeli kibbutz, where he experiences a violent political attack and finds answers about his own past.
Keizer, Garret. God of Beer; 2002.  (Y-Keizer)

To complete a class assignment at his high school in rural Vermont, Kyle and his friends Quake and Diana do a social protest project involving alcohol.
Konigsburg, E.L.  The Outcasts of 19 Schuyler Place, 2004 (Y-Konigsburge/Y-LPeD-Konigsburg)

Upon leaving summer camp, Margaret Rose Kane spearheads a campaign to preserve three unique towers her uncles have been building in their backyard for over 40 years.
Levin, Beth Seidel.  When Christmas Comes Again: The World War I Diary of Simone Spencer; 2002.  (Y-Dear Historic)

Simon’s diaries reveal her experiences as a carefree member of New York society, then as a “Hello girl,” a volunteer switchboard operator for the Amy Signal Corps in France.
McCafferty, Megan.  Sloppy Firsts; 2001. (Y-McCafferty)
Sixteen-year-old Jessica Darling is devastated when her best friend moves away and leaves Jessica to face the trials of high school on her own.

McDaniel, Lurlene.  Kathleen’s Story; 2005. (Y-McDaniel)

With the support of her two best friends, Kathleen tries to balance her summer volunteer work with  her responsibilities careing for her mother and her attraction to a boy.
Myracle, Lauren.  Peace, Love, & Baby Ducks, 2009. (Y-Myracle)

Carly’s summer volunteer experience makes her feel more real than her life of privilege ever did, but her younger sister starts high school pretending to be what she is not, and both find their relationships suffering.
Nixon, Joan Lowery.  Nobody’s There; 2001. (Y-P-NIX Mystery)

Following an act of vandalism against her father’s girlfriend, a 17-year-old girl is paired by the court with an accentric senior citizen whose hobby as a sleuth turns deadly.
Nye, Naomi Shihab.  Going, Going; 2005. (Y-Nye)

In San Antonio, 16-year-old Florrie leads her friends and a new boyfriend in a campaign which supports small businesses and protests the effects of chain stores.
Petersen, P.J. Rising Water; 2002. (Y-LPeD-Petersen)

When Tracy, her brother, and the new animal care volunteer at the Jefferson Science Center travel to feed a dog stranded by flooding, they find dangerous adventures.
Reinhardt, Dana.  A Brief Chapter of My Impossible Life; 2006. (Y-Reinhardt)

Atheist Simone Turner-Bloom’s life changes in unexpected ways when her parents convince her to make contact with her biological mother, an agnostic from a Jewish family who is losing her battle with cancer.
Shusterman, Neal.  The Schwa Was Here; 2004.  (Y-Shusterman)

A Brooklyn eighth-grade nicknamed Antsy befriends the Schwa, a boy who is tired of blending into his surroundings and going unnoticed by almost everyone.

Sonnenblick, Jordan.  Notes from the Midnight Driver; 2006. (Y-Sonnenblick)

After being assigned to perform community service at a nursing home, Alex befriend a cantankerous old man who has less to impart about guitar playing, love, and forgiveness.
Tashjian, Janet.  The Gospel According to Larry; 2001. (Y-Tashjian/Y-PRD-TAS)

Josh, a loner-philosopher who wants to make a difference in the world, tries to maintain his secret identity as the author of a website that is receiving national attention.

Thomas, Rob.  Doing Time: Notes from the Undergrad; 1997. (Y-P-THO)

Each of these ten short stories focuses on a high school student’s mandatory 200 hours of community service and the youth’s response to the required project

Williams, Laura E. Up a Creek; 2001. (Y-LPeD-Williams)

Thirteen-year-old Starshine Bott learns how to cope with an unconventional, politically active mother and does a lot of growing up in the process.
Wittlinger, Ellen.  Gracie’s Girl;

Bess volunteers to work on the school musical in hopes of fitting in, but she and a friend get to a know a homeless women, changing her mind about what is important.
