Female Quest Stories
Books for Ages 12-15
Armstrong, Jennifer. The Kindling; 2002. (Y-Armstrong/Y-P-ARM) 

A small band of children have joined together in a Florida town, trying to survive in a world where it seems that all the adults have been killed off by a catastrophic virus. 

Avi. The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle; Orchard Books: 2003. c1990. 215pp. Y-PRD-AVI/ Y-LPED-AVI

Charlotte, the only passenger aboard a seedy ship on a transatlantic voyage in 1832, becomes caught up in a feud between the murderous captain and his mutinous crew.

Bauer, Joan. Rules of the Road; 1998. (Y-LPeD-Bauer/Y-P-BAU)
Jenna gets a job driving the elderly owner of a chain of successful shoe stores from Chicago to Texas to confront the son who is trying to force her to retire.

George, Jean Craighead. Julie of the Wolves; 1972. (Y-GEO/ Y-PRD-GEO)

While running away from home and an unwanted marriage, a thirteen-year-old Eskimo girl becomes lost on the North Slope of Alaska and is befriended by a wolf pack. 

Haddix, Margaret Peterson. Just Ella; 1999. (Y-P-HAD-Fantasy/ Y-P-HAD-Fantasy)

In this continuation of the Cinderella story, Ella finds that accepting Prince Charming’s proposal ensnares her in a tangle of palace rules and etiquette, so she plots to escape. 

Haddix, Margaret Peterson. Running Out of Time; 1995. 184pp. (Y-Haddix)

When an epidemic hits her 1840’s village, Jessie discovers it’s a 1995 tourist site under observation by scientists.  It’s up to her to escape and save the lives of dying children.   

Hesse, Karen. Out of the Dust; 1997. (Y-:PeD-Hesse/Y-P-HES)

In a series of poems, fifteen-year-old Billie Jo relates the hardships of living on her family’s wheat farm in Oklahoma during the dust bowl years of the Great Depression. 

Books for Older Teens

Le Guin, Ursula K. Tehanu;  2001. (Y-LeGuin-Fantasy)
Sparrowhawk returns from the dark land stripped of his magic powers and finds refuge with an aging widow and a crippled girl child, who carries and unknown destiny. 

Le Guin, Ursula K. The Tombs of Atuan; 1971. (Y-LEG-Fantasy/ Y-LPeD-LeGuin/Y-P-LEG-Fantasy)

Arha’s isolated existence as high priestess in the tombs of Atuan is disrupted by a thief who seeks a special treasure. 

Levine, Gail Carson. Ella Enchanted; 1997. (Y-LPeD-Levine)

In this novel based on the story of Cinderella, Ella struggles against the childhood curse that forces her to obey any order given to her.  

McKinley, Robin. The Hero and the Crown; 1984. (Y-McKinley-Fantasy/ Y-LPeD-MCK-Fantasy)
Aerin, with the guidance of a wizard and the help of the blew sword, wins the birthright due her as the daughter of the king and the witchwoman of the demon-haunted North.  

Napoli, Donna Jo. Sirena; 1998. (Y-Napoli-Fantasy/ Y-PRD-NAP/ Y-P-NAP)
Sirena is granted immortality when she rescues and falls in love with a man from the sea, but his mortality creates conflict when he is called to defend Greece in the Trojan War. 

Nix, Garth. Sabriel; 1998. (Y-P-NIX-Fantasy) 

Sabriel, daughter of the necromancer Abhorsen, must journey into the mysterious and magical Old Kingdom to rescue her father from the Land of the Dead. 

Nolan, Han. Dancing on the Edge; 1997. (Y-Nolan)

A young girl from a dysfunctional family creates for herself an alternative world, which nearly results in her death but ultimately leads her to reality.  

O’Dell, Scott. Island of the Blue Dolphins; 1990. (Y-ODell)

Left alone on a beautiful island, an Indian girl spends years surviving with enormous courage and self-reliance while finding a measure of happiness in her solitary life.

Paterson, Katherine. Lyddie; 1991. (Y-LPeD-Paterson/Y-PRD-PAT)

Impoverished Vermont farm girl Lyddie Worthen is determined to gain her independence by becoming a factory worker in Lowell, Massachusetts, in the 1840’s. 

Pierce, Tamora. Alanna: The First Adventure; 1983. (Y-P-PIE-Fantasy)

Alanna, who aspires to be a knight even though she is a girl, disguises herself as a boy to become a royal page, learning many hard lessons along her path to high adventure. 

Pierce, Tamora. First Test; 1999. (Y-P-PIE-Fantasy)

Ten-year-old Keladry of Mindalen, daughter of nobles, serves as a page but must prove herself to the males around her if she is ever to fulfill her dream of becoming a knight. 

Pullman, Philip. The Golden Compass; 1995. (Y-Pullman/Y-PRD-PUL)

Accompanied by her daemon, Lyra Belacqua sets out to prevent her best friend and other kidnapped children from becoming the subject of gruesome experiments in the Far North.  

Taylor, Mildred D. The Gold Cadillac; 1987. (Y-P-TAY)
Two black girls living in the North are proud of their family’s beautiful new Cadillac until they take it on a visit to the South and encounter racial prejudice for the first time.

