World at War: Tales about World War II
Avi.  Don’t You Know There’s a War On?; 2001. (Y-Avi)
In wartime Brooklyn in 1943, eleven-year-old Howie Crispers mounts a campaign to save his favorite teacher from being fired.
Bat-Ami, Miriam. Two Suns in the Sky; 1999. (Y-Bat-Ami)

In 1944, Christine meets and falls in love with Adam, a Yugoslavian Jew living in a refugee camp, despite their parents’ conviction that they do not belong together.
Bloor, Edward.  London Calling; 2006. (Y-Bloor Historical)

Martin Conway believes that his life is monotonous and dull until the night the antique radio he uses as a night-light transports him to the bombing of London in 1940.
Bruchac, Joseph.  Code Talker: A Novel about the Navajo Marines of World War Two; 2005. (Y-Bruchac Historical)

After being taught by whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to send secret messages in their native tongue.
Bunin, Sherry.  Dear Great American Writers School; 1995. (Y-P-BUN)

Fourteen-year-old Bobby Lee’s letters to a correspondence school describes her life in a small Kentucky town during World War II and her growth as a person and as a writer.
Bunting, Eve.  Spying on Miss Muller; 1995. (Y-P-BUN)

At a boarding school in Belfast at the start of the war, Jessie deals with her suspicions about a teacher whose father is German and her worries about her father’s drinking.
Chambers, Aidan.  Postcards from No Man’s Land; 2002.  (Y-Chambers)

Alternates between the story of modern-day Jacob, who is visiting Amsterdam at the request of his English grandmother, and historic, Geertrui, who share her experience of British soldiers’ attempts to liberate Holland from its German occupation.
Cormier, Robert.  Heroes; 1998. (Y-Cormier/Y-LPeD-Cormier)

After serving during World War II and having his face blown off by a grenade, Frances returns home hoping to find the former childhood hero he feels betrayed him.
Cormier, Robert.  Other Bells for Us to Ring; 1990.  (Y-PRD-COR)

When her father is transferred to an army camp, Darcy feels isolated in her neighborhood until she meets Kathleen Mary O’Hara and learns about Catholicism
Denenberg, Barry.  Early Sunday Morning: The Pearl Harbor Diary of Amber Billows; 2001. (Y-Dear Historical)

In her diary, twelve-year-old Amber describes moving to Hawaii in 1941 and experiencing the horror of the bombing of Pearl Harbor.
Denenberg, Barry.  The Journal of Ben Uchida, Citizen #13559, Mirror Lake Internment Camp; 1999. (Y-Dear Historical)

Twelve-year-old Ben Uchida keeps a journal of his experiences as a prisoner in a Japanese internment camp in Mirror Lake, California, during World War II.
Disher, Garry.  The Divine Wind: A Love Story; 2002. (Y-P-DIS)

On the eve of World War II, Hart, an Australian boy, and Mitsy, a Japanese-Australian girl, fall in love, but are driven apart.
Elliott, Laura.  Under a War-Torn Sky; 2001. (Y-P-ELL)

After his plan is shot down, Henry Forester of Virginia strives to walk across occupied France, with the help of the French Resistance, in hopes of rejoining his unit.
Giff, Patricia Reilly.  Lily’s Crossing; 1997. (Y-LPeD-Giff)

Durin a summer spent at Rockaway Beach in 1944, Lily’s friendship with a young Hungarian refugee causes her to see the war and her own world differently.
Greene, Bette.  Summer of My German Soldier; 1973. (Y-LPeD-Greene/Y-PRD-GRE)

Sheltering an escaped German prisoner of war is the beginning of some shattering experiences for a twelve-year-old Jewish girl in Arkansas. 

Gwaltney, Doris.  Homefront; 2006. (Y-Gwaltney)

In 1941, Margaret Ann’s fervent desire for a room of her own is thwarted by the arrival of her “perfect” English cousin, who is given the coveted room and the care and attention of the whole family as she flees the London Blitz.
Heller, Joseph.  Catch-22; 1961. (Y-PRD-HEL)

Captain Yossarian and other pilots on a small Mediterranean island in World War II face inconsistencies in military rules.
Heneghan, James.  Wish Me Luck; 1997. (Y-P-HEN)

While on an ocean voyage to Canada to escape the air raids in his Liverpool home, Jaimie Monaghan faces another kind of life-threatening situation: German U-boats.
Hughes, Dean.  Soldier Boys; 2001. (Y-Hughes Historical/Y-PRD-HUG)

Two boys, a German and an American, are eager to join their respective armies during World War II, and their paths cross at the Battle of the Bulge.
Ibbotson, Eva.  A Song for Summer; 1998. (Y-Ibbotson Historical)

Suffragists raise Ellen, who travels to Austria to transform a boarding school and meets Marek, a school handyman and composer, but the war separates them.
Isaacs, Anne.  Torn Thread; 2000. (Y-Isaacs)

In an attempt to save his daughter’s life, Eva’s father sends her from Poland to a labor camp in Czechoslovakia where she and her sister survive the war.
Kerr, M.E. Slap Your Sides; 2001. (Y-Kerr/Y-PRD-KER)

Life changes for Jubal Shoemaker and his family when his older brother witnesses to his Quaker beliefs by becoming a conscientious objector during World War II.
Klages, Ellen.  The Green Glass Sea; 2006. (Y-Klages)

In 1943, Dewey Kerrigan travels west to live with her scientist father, but no one will tell her exactly where he is.  She reaches Los Alamos, New Mexico and learns he is working on a top secret program.
Knowles, John.  A Separate Peace; 1959. (Y-PRD-KNO)

Gene Forrester remembers a World War II year in a New Hampshire school, his best friend and roommate Phineas,  and the unexpected events of that lead to tragedy.
Kogawa, Joy.  Obasan; 1994. (Y-PRD-KOG)

Pearl Harbor changes life in Vancouver for Naomi Nakane when the government takes property from her relatives and interns them.
Lawrence, Iain.  B for Buster; 2004. (Y-P-LAW Historical)

Kak, desperate to escape his abusive parents, lies about his age to enlist in the Canadian Air Force and finds himself in England as part of a crew flying raids over Germany.
Levitin, Sonia.  Silver Days; 1989.  (Y-P-LEV)

Escaping from Hitler’s Germany, a prosperous Jewish family lives in a New York City tenement until Papa decides to move the family to California.
Lisle, Janet Taylor.  The Art of Keeping Cool, 2000.  (Y-P-LIS)

In 1942, Robert and his cousin Elliot uncover family secrets while staying in their grandparents’ town, where they meet a German artist who is suspected of being a spy.

Lisle, Janet Taylor.  Sirens and Spies, 1985.  (Y-RI-Lisle/Y-LPeD-Lisle)

No one agrees on the truth about the mysterious Renee Fitch until she herself tells the definitive story of her life, bringing together all the differing views people have of her.

Magorian, Michelle.  Good Night, Mr. Tom; 1981. (Y-P-MAG)

A battered child learns to embrace life when he is adopted by an old man in the English countryside during the Second World War.

Matas, Carol.  After the War; 1996. (Y-P-MAT)

After being released from Buchenwald at the end of World War II, fifteen-year-old Ruth risks her life to lead a group of children across Europe to Palestine.
Matas, Carol.  Lisa’s War; 1987. (Y-P-MAT)

During the Nazi occupation of Denmark, Lisa and other teen Jews become involved in an underground resistance movement and eventually must flee for their lives.
Mazar, Harry.  A Boy at War: A Novel of Pearl Harbor; 2001. (Y-Mazer/Y-PRD-MAZ)

While fishing off Honolulu on December 7, 1941, Adam is caught in the midst of the Japanese attack and tries to find his father, a naval officer on the U.S.S Arizona.

Mazer, Harry.  A Boy No More; 2004. (Y-Mazer)

After his father is killed, Adam and his family are evacuated to California, where he must deal with feelings about the war, Japanese internment camps, his father, and his own identity. Sequel to A Boy at War.
Mazer, Harry.  Heroes Don’t Run; 2005. (Y-Mazer)

To honor his father, Adam eagerly enlists in the Marines in 1944, survives boot camp, and faces combat on the tiny island of Okinawa. Sequel to A Boy No More.
Mazer, Harry.  The Last Mission; 1979. (Y-P-MAZ)

In 1944, a 15-year-old Jewish teen tells hi family he will travel West, but he enlists in the US Air Corps and is subsequently taken prisoner by the Germans.
McCunn, Ruthanne Lum.  Sole Survivor; 1985. (Y-P-MCC)

Poon Lim is the only survivor when the British ship Benlomond is torpedoed off the coast of South America, and he survives for 133 days before a Brazilian fisherman rescues him.
Napoli, Donna Jo.  Dire in the Hills; 2006. (Y-Napoli Historical)

Upon reaturning to Italy, Roberto struggles to survive, first on his own, then as a member of the resistance, fighting against the Nazi occupiers while trying to reach hom.
Napoli, Donna Jo.  Stones in Water; 1997. (Y-PRD-NAP)

After being taken by German soldiers from a cinema along with other boys including his Jewish friend, Robert is forced to work in Germany, escapes into the Ukrainian winter, and tries to get back home to Venice.
Osborne, Mary Pope.  My Secret War: The World War II Diary of Madeline Beck; 2000. (Y-Dear)

Thirteen-year-old Madeline’s Diaries for 1941 and 1942 reveal her experiences living on Long Island during World War II while her father is away in the navy.
Oughton, Jerrie.  The War in Georgia; 1997. (Y-P-OUG)

Living in Georgia during World War II, thirteen-year-old Shanta sometimes feel that her family and neighborhood are more hopeless battlefields than those in foreign lands.
Park, Linda Sue.  When My Name Was Keoko; 2002. (Y-Park)

A brother and sister face the increasingly oppressive occupation of Korea by Japan during World War II, which threatens to suppress Korean culture entirely.
Patneaude, David.  Thin Wood Walls; 2004. (Y-Patneaude)

When the Japanese bomb Pearl Harbor, Joe and his family face growing prejudice, eventually being torn away from their home and sent to a relocation camp even as his brother joins the United States Army to fight in the war.
Pausewang, Gudrun.  Traitor; 2006. (Y-Pausewang Historical)

During the closing months of World War II, a German girl must decide whether or not to help an escaped Russian prisoner of war, despite the serious consequences if she does so.
Ruby, Lois.  Shanghai Shadows; 2006. (Y-Ruby Historical)

From 1935 to 1945, a Jewish family, each in their own way, struggles to survive in occupied China.  
Salisbury, Graham.  Eyes of the Emperor; 2005. (Y-Salisbury Historical)

Following orders fro the United States Army, several young Japanese American men train K-9 units to hunt Asians during World War II.

Salisbury, Graham. Under the Blood-Red Sun; 1994. (Y-PRD-SAL)

Tomikazu Nakaji’s biggest concerns are baseball, homework, and a local bully until life with his Japanese family changes drastically after the bombing of Pearl Harbor.
Salisbury, Graham.  House of the Red Fish; 2006. (Y-Salisbury Historical)

Over a year after the attack on Pearl Harbor and the arrest of his father and grandfather, Tomi and his friends try to raise his father sunken fishing boat. Sequel to Under the Blood-Red Sun.
Savin, Marcia.  The Moon Bridge; 1992. (Y-P-SAV)

The friendship between San Francisco girls Mitzi Fujimoto and Ruthie Fox is changed when World War II begins and Mitzi and her family are forced into an internment camp.
Serraillier, Ian.  Escape from Warsaw; 1990. (Y-P-SER)

The story of three Polish children and their experiences in Europe during World War II.
Smith, Roland. Elephant Run; 2007.  (Y-Smith Historical)

Nick endures servitude, beatings, and more after his British father’s plantation in Burma is invaded by the Japanese, and he plans a daring escape to save local prisoners of war.
Taylor, Theodore.  The Bomb; 1995. (Y-Taylor/Y-PRD-TAY)

In 1945, when the Americans liberate Bikini Atoll from the Japanese, Sorry Rinamu does not realize that he will end up trying to save his island from a much more deadly threat.
Taylor, Theodore.  The Cay; 1969.  (Y-PRD-TAY)

When their freightor is torpedoed by a German sub during World War II, a teen white boy blinded by the blow on the head and an old Black man are stranded on an island.
Watkins, Yoko Kawashima.  My Brother, My Sister, and I; 1994. (Y-P-WAT)

Living as refugees in Japan in 1947 while trying to locate their father, Yoko and her older siblings must endure a fire, injury and false charges of arson, theft, and murder.
Watkins, Yoko Kawashima.  So Far from the Bamboo Grove; 1986. (Y-Watkins)

A fictionalized autobiography in which eleven-year-old Yoko escapes from Korea to Japan with her mother and sister at the end of World War II.
Westall, Robert.  Time of Fire; 1997. (Y-Westall)

In England during World War II, with his mother dead of a German bomb, and his father in the military, Sonny tries to understand the darkest of truths of war and retribution.
Yolen, Jane. Briar Rose; 1992. (Y-P-YOL Historical)

In this retelling of “Sleeping Beauty,” Becca investigates her grandmother’s momentos and learns of her harrowing teen years, surviving the World War II and the Holocaust.

Zindel, Paul.  The Gadget; 2001. (Y-P-ZIN)

In 1945, having joined his father at Los Alamos, where he and other scientists are working on a secret project to end the war, Stephen is caught in a web of secrecy.
Zusak, Markus.  The Book Thief; 2006. (Y-Zusak/Y-LPeD-Zusak)

Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the story of a young German girl whose book-stealing and storytelling sustain her and her family.
