Immigration: Coming to America
Applegate, Katherine. Home of the Brave; 2007. (Y-Applegate)

Kek, an African refugee, is confronted by many strange things at the Minneapolis home of his aunt and cousin and longs for his missing mother.
Auch, Mary Jane.  Ashes of Roses; 2002. (Y-P-AUC)
Margaret Rose Nolan, newly arrived from Ireland, finds work at New York City’s Triangle Shirtwaist Factory shortly before the 1911 fire in which 146 employees died.
Bartoletti, Susan Campbell.  A Coal Miner’s Bride: The Diary of Anetka Kaminska; 2000. (Y-Dear Historical)

An account of 13-year-old Anetka’s life in Poland in 1896, immigration to America, marriage to a coal miner, widowhood, and happiness in finally finding her true love.
Beatty, Patricia.  Lupita Manana; 1981.  (Y-PRD-BEA)

To help her poverty-stricken family, thirteen-year-old Lupita enters California as an illegal alien and starts to work while constantly on the watch for “la migra.”

Bennett, Sophia. Sequins, Secrets, and Silver Linings; 2011. (Y-Bennett)

Three 14-year-old friends with very different interests befriend a 12-year-old Ugandan refugee whose gift for design takes off in the high-fashion world of London.
Budhos, Marina. Ask Me No Questions; 2006. (Y-Budhos)

Nadira, her sister, and their parents leave Bangladesh for New York, but the expiration of their visas and the events of 9/11 bring frustration, sorrow, and terror for all of them.
Choyce, Lesley.  Refuge Cove; 2002. (Y-P-CHO Hi/Lo)

When Greg discovers a family of refugees in a lifeboat off the coast of Newfoundland, he risks everything to help them.
Cooney, Caroline B. Diamonds in the Shadow; 2007. (Y-Cooney)

The Finches sponsor an African refugee family of four, all of whom have been scarred by the horrors of civil war and who inadvertently put their benefactors in harm’s way.
Covington, Dennis.  Lasso the Moon; 2005. (Y-P-COV)

When April moves to Georgia to live with her father, a recovering alcoholic, she becomes involved with an illegal alien from El Salvador and learns about his life and country.
Danticat, Edwidge.  Behind the Mountains; 2002. (Y-Danticat)

Writing in the notebook her teacher gave her, Celiane describes life with her mother and brother in Haiti as well as her experiences in Brooklyn after migrating to join her father.
Denenberg, Barry.  So Far from Home: The Diary of Mary Driscoll, an Irish Mill Girl; 1997. (Y-Dear Historical)

In the diary account of her journey from Ireland in 1947 and of her work in a mill in Lowll, Massachusetts, Mary reveals a great longing for her family.
Ellis, Deborah. No Safe Place; 2010. (Y-Ellis)

Adbul, having lost everyone he loves, journeys from Baghdad to Calais, where he sneaks aboard a boat bound to England, not knowing is a drug ship.  When the vessel is involved in a skirmish and the pilot dies, Abdul and three other stowaways complete the journey.

Gallo, Donald R.  First Crossing: Stories about Teen Immigrants; 2004. (Y-First)

Stories of recent teen immigrants reveal what it is like to face prejudice, language barriers, and homesickness along with common teenage feelings and needs.
Garland, Sherry.  Shadow of the Dragon; 1993. (Y-P-GAR)

High school sophomore Danny Vo tries to resolve the conflict between the values of his Vietnamese refugee family and his new American way of life.
Giff, Patricia Reilly.  Maggie’s Door; 2003. (Y-Giff Historical)

In the mid-1800’s, Nory and her neighbor and friend Sean set out separately on a dangerous journey from Ireland, hoping to reach a better life in America.  Sequel to Nory Ryan’s Song.
Gonzalez, Genaro. A So-Called Vacation; 2009. (Y-Gonzalez)

When their father insists that they lack life experience, Gabriel and Gustavo reluctantly agree to a family vacation in a migrant camp, where they pick crops and learn about immigration labor and prejudice within the Hispanic community.

Griffin, Paul. The Orange Houses; 2009. (Y-Griffin)

Tamika, a hearing-impaired girl; Jimmi, a veteran who stopped taking his antipsychotic medication; and Fatima, an illegal immigrant from Africa, meet and connect in their Bronx neighborhood with devastating results.
Ho, Minfong.  The Stone Goddess; 2003. (Y-Ho)

After the communists take over Cambodia and her family flees the city, Nakri and her older sister attempt to maintain their hope as well as their classical dancing skills.
Hobbs, Will.  Crossing the Wire; 2006. (Y-P-HOB)

Fifteen-year-old Victor Flores journeys north in a desperate attempt to cross the Arizona border and find work in the United States to support his family in central Mexico.
Jimenez, Francisco.  Breaking Through; 2001. (Y-Jimenez/Y-PRD-JIM)

Having come from Mexico to California ten years ago, fourteen-year-old Francisco is still working in the fields but fighting to improve his life and complete his education.  Sequel to The Circuit.
Kerr, M.E. Someone Like Summer; 2007. (Y-Kerr)

An upper-middle-class white girl from Long Island and an immigrant worker from Columbia fall in love despite objections from both their families and their community
Larson, Kirby.  Hattie Big Sky; 2006. (Y-Larson Historical/Y-LPeD-Larson Historical)

After inheriting her uncle’s homestead claim in Montana, Hattie travels from Iowa to make a home for herself and encounters unexpected problems related to World War I.
Lasky, Kathryn.  Dreams in the Golden Country: The Diary of Zipporah Feldman, a Jewish Immigrant Girl; 1998.  (Y-Dear Historical)

Zippy, a Jewish immigrant from Russia, keeps a diary account of the first eighteen months of her family’s life on the Lower East Side of New York in 1903-1904.
Levitin, Sonia.  Silver Days; 1989. (Y-P-LEV)
Escaping from Hitler’s Germany, a prosperous Jewish family lives in a New York City tenement until Papa decides to move the family to California.
Lupica, Mike.  Heat; 2006. (Y-Lupica)

Pitching prodigy Michael Arroyo is on the run from social services after being banned from baseball because the couches doubt his age and he has no parents to offer proof.
Na, An.  A Step from Heaven; 2001. (Y-Na/Y-LPeD-Na/Y-PRD-NA)

A young Korean girl and her family find it difficult to learn English and adjust to life in America.
Namioka, Lensey.  An Ocean Apart, a World Away; 2002. (Y-Namioka Historical)

Despite the challenges of trying to become a female doctor in the 1920’s, Yanyan leaves her family to study at Cornell University, where she faces prejudice and loneliness.
Nixon, Joan Lowery. Playing for Keeps; 2001. (Y-Nixon Mystery)

On a cruise ship, Rose meets a teenage Cuban baseball player seeking political asylum in the United States and tries to help him escape a charge of murder.

Paterson, Katherine.  Bread and Roses, Too; 2006. (Y-Paterson Historical)

Jake and Rose, two children form an unlikely friendship as they try to survive and understand the 1912 Bread and Roses strike of millworkers in Lawrence, Massachusetts.
Paterson, Katherine.  The Day of the Pelican; 2009. (Y-Patterson Historical)

In 1998 when the Kosova hostilities escalate, Meli’s life as an ethnic Albanian changes forever after her brother escapes his Serbian captors and the entire family flees from one refugee camp to another until they can immigrate to America.
Restrepo, Bettina. Illegal; 2011. (Y-Restrepo)

Nora faces the challenges of being an illegal immigrant in Texas when she and her mother cross the border in search of Nora’s father.
Resau, Laura.  Red Glass; 2007. (Y-Resau)

Sophie has been frail and delicate since her premature birth, but discovers her true strength on a trip through Mexico, where the orphan her family wants to adopt is from, and to Guatelmala, where her boyfriend hopes to find his mother and plans to remain.

Resau, Laura. What the Moon Saw; 2006. (Y-Resau)

Clara spends the summer with her grandparents in a remote village in Mexico learning about her grandmother’s life as a healer and her father decision to come to America.
Ryan, Pam Munoz.  Esperanza Rising; 2000. (Y-Ryan/Y-PRD-RYA)

Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of privilege in Mexico to go work in the labor camps of California, where they adapt to harsh circumstances.
Scwartz, Virginia Frances.  Messenger; (Y-Schwartz)

The story of a widowed Croatian immigrant trying to keep her family together in the mining towns of Ontario in the 1920s and 1930s.
Shea, Pegi Deitz.  Tangled Threads: A Hmong Girl’s Story, 2003.  (Y-RI-Shea)

After ten years in a refugee camp in Thailand, Mai Yang travels to Providence, where her she must find a balance between her Americanized and her grandmother’s connection to their Hmong heritage.

Sheth, Kashmira.  Blue Jasmine; 2004. (Y-Sheth)

When Seema moves to Iowa City with her parents and her sister, she leaves friends and family behind in her native India but gradually begins to feel at home in her new country.
Son, John.  Finding My Hat; 2003. (Y-Son)

Jin-Han describes his life growing up with his mother and father, immigrants from Korea, and his little sister as they move to different cities with his parent’s business.
Staples, Suzanne Fisher. Under the Persimmon Tree; 2005. (Y-Staples)

During the 2001 Afghan War, the lives of Najmal, a young refugee, and Jusrat, an American teacher waiting for her husband’s return, intersect at a school in Peshawar.
Stine, Catherine. Refugees; Delacorte Press; 2005. (Y-Stine)

Following the 9/11 terrorist attacks, Dawn, a runaway, connects by phone and e-mail with Johar, an Afghani assisting her foster mother, a doctor at a Red Cross refugee camp in Peshawar.

Veciana-Suarez, Ana.  The Flight to Freedom; 2002. (Y-Veciana-Suarez)
Writing in a diary given to her by her father, Yara describes life with her family in Havana as well as her experiences in Miami after immigrating there.
Volponi, Paul.  Homestretch; 2009. (Y-Volponi)

Five month after losing his mother, Gus runs away from an abusive father and gets a job working at a racetrack, surrounded by illegal immigrants that he and his father blame for her death.

Wong, Emily.  Seeing Emily; 2005. (Y-Wong)

The experiences of Emily, a gifted artists and daughter of immigrants to the United States, as she tries to reconcile her American self with her Chinese heritage.
Yep, Laurence.  Mountain Light; 1985. (Y-P-YEP)

Swept up in rebellion against the Manchus in China, Squeaky loses his home and travels to America to seek his fortune among the gold fields of California.
