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Printz Award Books
2007

Yang, Gene Leun.  American Born Chinese; 2006. (Y-Yang Graphic Novel)

Alternates three interrelated stories about the problems of young Chinese Americans trying to participate in the popular culture. Winner

Anderson, M.T.  The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation: Vol 1:

The Pox Party; 2006. (Y-Anderson Historical/Y-LPeD-Anderson Historical)
A chronicle of the experiences of Octavian, an African American, from birth to age 16, as he is raised as part of a science experiment in the years up to and during the Revolution. Honor Book
Green, John.  An Abundance of Katherines; 2006. (Y-Green)

Having been dumped for the 19th time by a girl named Katherine, recent graduate and former prodigy Colin sets off on a road trip with his best fried to find a direction for life. Honor Book
Hartnett, Sonya.  Surrender; 2006. (Y-Hartnett)
As he is dying, a 20-year-old known as Gabriel recounts his troubled childhood and his strange relationship with a dangerous counterpart named Finnigan.  Honro Book
Zusak, Markus.  The Book Thief; 2006. (Y-Zusak/Y-LPeD-Zusak)

Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the story of a young German girl whose book-stealing and storytelling sustain her and her family. Honor Book 
2006
Green, John.  Looking for Alaska; 2005. (Y-Green)

Miles’ first year at a preparatory school includes good friends and great pranks, but it is defined by the search for answers about life and death after a fatal car crash. Winner

Lanagan, Margo.  Black Juice; 2005. (Y-Lanagan)
Glimpses of the dark side of civilization and the beauty of the human spirit are seen through 10 short stories exploring significant moments in peoples’ lives.  Honor Book
 Zusak, Markus.  I am the Messenger; 2005. (Y-Zusak)
After capturing a bank robber, cab driver Ed begins receiving mysterious messages directing him to addresses where people need help. Honor Book

Partridge, Elizabeth.  John Lennon: All I Want is the Truth; 2005. (Y-92-Lennon)
A photographic biography of John Lennon that carries the reader through the sights and events that made up one of the most famous musicians in rock history.  Honor Book

Nelson, Marilyn.  A Wreath for Emmett Till; 2005. (Y-811.54-NEL)
This martyr’s wreath, woven from a sophisticated form of poetry, challenges present the life of the boy whose fate helped spark the Civil Rights Movement.  Honor Book
2005
Rosoff, Meg.  How I Live Now; 2004. (Y-Rosoff/Y-LPeD-Rosoff)

To escape her step-mom, Daisy goes to England to stay with her aunt and cousins, but soon war breaks out and rips apart the family while devastating the land.

Oppel, Kenneth. Airborn; 2004. (Y-Oppel SciFi/Y-LPeD-Oppel SciFi)

Matt, a young cabin boy aboard and air ship, and Kate, a wealthy girl, team up to search for mysterious winged creatures reported living high in the sky.

Stratton, Allan. Chanda’s Secrets; 2004. (Y-Stratton)

A girl’s struggle amid the African AIDS pandemic, Chanda, is an astonishingly perceptive girl living in the small city of Bonang, a fictional city in Southern Africa.
Schmidt, Gary D.  Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy; 2004. (Y-Schmidt)

In 1911, Turner hates his new home, but things improve when he meets Lizzie, a girl from a community founded by former slaves that the town fathers want to be a tourist spot. Honor Book
2004

Johnson, Angela.  First Part Last; 2003. (Y-Johnson/Y-LPeD-Johnson/Y-PRD-JOH)
Bobby’s carefree teenage life changes forever when he becomes a father and must care for his adored baby daughter. Winner
Donnelly, Jennifer. A Northern Light, 2003.  (Y-Donnelly)

In 1906, Mattie, determined to attend college and be a writer against the wishes of her father and fiance, takes a job at a summer inn where she discovers the truth about the death of a guest. Honor Book
Frost, Helen.  Keesha’s House; (Y-Frost)

Seven teens facing problems such as pregnancy, closeted homosexuality, and abuse describe what caused them to leave home and where they found it again. Honor Book
Going, K.L. Fat Kid Rules the World; 2003. (Y-Going)

Troy, depress, suicidal, and weighing 300 pounds, gets a new perspective on life when a homeless teen who is a genius on guitar wants him to be the drummer in his rock band. Honor Book

Mackler, Carolyn.  The Earth, My Butt, and Other Big Round Things; 2003. (Y-Mackler)

Feeling she does not fit in with her family, who are all thin, brilliant, and good looking, Virginia tries to deal with her self image, her first relationship, and her disillusionment. Honor Book
2003

Chambers, Aidan.  Postcards from No Man’s Land; 2002.  (Y-Chambers)

Alternates between the story of modern-day Jacob, who is visiting Amsterdam at the request of his English grandmother, and historic, Geertrui, who share her experience of British soldiers’ attempts to liberate Holland from its German occupation. Winner
Ganots, Jack.  A Hole in My Life; 2002. (Y-92-Gantos)
The author relates how, as a young adult, he became a drug user and smuggler, was arrested, did time in prison, and eventually got out and went to college, all the while hoping to become a writer.  Honor Book

Freymann-Weyr, Garret.  My Heartbeat; 2002. (Y-Weyr/Y-P-WEY)
As she tries to understand the closeness between her older brother and his best friend, fourteen-year-old Ellen finds her relationship with each of them changing. Honor Book

Farmer, Nancy.  The House of the Scorpion; 2002. (Y-Farmer/Y-LPeD-Farmer.Y-PRD-FAR)

In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special states as the clone of El Patron, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire between Mexico and the US. Honor Book
2002

Na, An.  A Step from Heaven; 2001. (Y-Na/Y-LPeD-Na/Y-PRD-NA)

A young Korean girl and her family find it difficult to learn English and adjust to life in America. Winner
Lynch, Chris. Freewill; 2001.  (Y-Lynch)

A teen trying to recover from the tragic death of his father and stepmother believes himself to be responsible for a rash of teen suicides occurring in his town. Honor Book
Greenberg, Jan (ed.)  Heart to Heart: New Poems Inspired by Twentieth-Century American Art; 2001. (Y-811-HEA)
A compilation of poems by Americans writing about American art in the 20th century, including such writers as Nancy Willard, Jane Yolen, and X.J. Kennedy. Honor Book

Dickinson, Peter.  The Ropemaker; 2001. (Y-Dickinson Fantasy/Y-P-DIC Fantasy)
When the magic protecting their valley starts to fail , Tilja and her companions journey into the evil Empire to find the ancient magician Faheel, who originally cast those spells.  Honor Book
Wolff, Virgina Euwer.  True Believer; 2001. (Y-LPeD-Wolff)

Living in the innercity amidst guns and poverty, LaVaughn learns from old and new friends and inspiring mentors that life is what you make of it – an occasion to rise to. Sequel to Make Lemonade. Honor Book
2001
Almond, David.  Kit’s Wilderness; 2000. (Y-Almond/Y-P-ALM)

Thirteen-year-old Kit goes to live with his grandfather in the decaying coal mining town of Stoneygate, England, and finds both the old man and the town haunted by ghosts of the past.  Winner



Rennison, Louise.  Angus, Thongs, and Full-Frontal Snogging: Confessions of Georgia Nicolson; 2000. (Y-Rennison/Y-P-REN)

Presents the journal of a British girl who tries to reduce the size of her nose, stop her mad cat from terrorizing neighborhood animals, and win the love of a handsome hunk. Honor Book

Plum-Ucci, Carol.  The Body of Christopher Creed; 2000. (Y-Plum-Ucci/Y-LPeD-Plum-Ucci)

Torey Adams, a high school junior with a seemingly perfect life, struggles with doubts and questions surrounding the mysterious disappearance of the class outcast. Honor Book
Coman, Carolyn. Many Stones; 2000. Y-Coman/Y-LPeD-Coman)

After her sister Laura is murdered in South Africa, Berry and her estranged father travel there to participate in the dedication of a memorial in her name. Honor Book

Trueman, Terry.  Stuck in Neutral; 2000.  (Y-Trueman/Y-LPeD-Trueman)

Shawn McDaniel, who suffers from severe cerebral palsy, relates his perceptions of his life, family, and condition as he believes his father is planning to kill him. Honor Book
2000

Myers, Walter Dean.  Monster; 1999. (Y-Myers/Y-LPeD-Myers)

While on trial as an accomplice to murder, Steve Harmon records his experiences in prison and in the court room as he comes to terms with the course his life has taken. Winner

Wittlinger, Ellen.  Hard Love, 1999. (Y-Wittlinger/Y-PRD-WIT)

After starting a ‘zine in which he writes his secret feelings about his life and his parents’ divorce, John meets an unusual girl and begins to develop a healthier personality. Honor Book
Almond, David.  Skellig; 1999.  (Y-Almond)

Unhappy about his baby sister’s illness and the chaos of moving into an old house, Michael retreats to the garage and meets a mysterious stranger that is like an angel. Honor Book
Anderson, Laurie Halse. Speak; 1999. (Y-Anderson/Y-PRD-AND)

A traumatic event near the end of the summer has a devastating effect on Melinda’s freshman year in high school.  If only she could talk about it! Honor Book

