Read-Alouds for Middle School Students

Bloor, Edward. Tangerine; 1997. (Y-Bloor/Y-BLO)

Twelve-year-old Paul, fights for the right to play soccer despite his near blindness and slowly begins to remember the incident that damaged his eyesight.

Curtis, Christopher Paul. The Watsons Go to Birmingham—1963,1995. (Y-Curtis)

The ordinary interactions and everyday routines of the Watsons are drastically changed after they visit Grandma in Alabama in the summer of 1963.

DiCamillo, Kate. The Tale of Despereaux: Being the Story of a Mouse, a Princess, Some Soup, and a Spool of Thread, 2003. (Y-DiCamillo Fantasy) 

The adventures of Despereaux Tilling, the princess whom he loves, the servant girl who longs to be a princess and a devious rat determined to bring them all to ruin.  

Haddix, Margaret Peterson. Among the Hidden, 1998. (Y-LPeD-Haddix) 

In a future where the law limits a family to only two children, Luke has lived his whole life in isolation on his family’s farm, until he decides to challenges the rules.

Jacques, Brian. Redwall, 1986. (Y-LPeD-Jacques/Y-PRD-JAC) 

Tthe peaceful life of ancient Redwall Abbey is shattered by the arrival of the evil rat Cluny and his villainous hordes, and only Matthias, a young mouse can save the day.

Korman, Gordon. No More Dead Dogs, 2000. (Y-Korman/Y-PRD-KOR) 

Tired of books with dying dogs, Wallace refuses to write a required report on Old Shep, My Pal and ends up serving detention at rehearsals for the the play Old Shep, My Pal.

Lawrence, Iain. The Wreckers, 1998. (Y-Lawrence)

Shipwrecked after a vicious storm, John Spencer attempts to save his father and himself while dealing with an evil secret about the Cornish coastal town where they are stranded. 

Mikaelsen, Ben. Touching Spirit Bear, 2001. (Y-PRD-MIK) 

After his anger erupts into violence, Cole, to avoid going to prison, agrees to participate in a sentencing alternative based on the Native American Circle Justice. 

Paulsen, Gary. Harris and Me: A Summer Remembered, 1993. (Y-PRD-PAU) 

Sent to live with relatives on their farm because of his unhappy home life, a city boy meets his distant cousin, Harris, and is given an introduction to a whole new world. 

Paulsen, Gary. Nightjohn, 1993. (Y-PRD-PAU)
Twelve-year-old Sarny’s brutal life as a slave becomes even more dangerous when a newly arrived slave offers to teach her how to read. 

Peck, Richard. A Long Way from Chicago: A Novel in Stories, 1998. (Y-Peck Historical/Y-LPeD-Peck Historical)

A boy recounts his annual summer trips to rural Illinois with his sister during the Great Depression to visit their larger-than-life grandmother. 

Peck, Robert Newton. A Day No Pigs Would Die, 1999. (Y-PRD-PEC)

To a 13-year-old farm boy whose father slaughters pigs for a living, maturity comes early as he learns “doing what’s got to be done,” especially regarding his pet pig. 

Philbrick, W.R. Freak the Mighty, 1993. (Y-Philbrick/Y-P-PHI)
Learning disabled Max and his new friend, Freak, whose birth defect has affected his body but not his mind, find that when they combine forces they make a powerful team.

Sachar, Louis. Holes, 1998. (Y-PRD-SAC)
As further evidence of his family’s bad fortune, Stanley Yelnats is sent to a correctional camp, where he finds his first real friend, a treasure, and a new sense of himself. 

Spinelli, Jerry. Maniac Magee: A Novel, 1990. (Y-LPeD-Spinelli/Y-PRD-SPI)

After his parents die, Jeffrey Lionel Magee’s life becomes legendary, as he accomplishes athletic and other feats that awe his contemporaries. 

Spinelli, Jerry. Space Station Seventh Grade, 1982.  (Y-SPI)
Seventh-grader Jason narrates the events of his year, from school, hair, and pimples, to mothers, little brothers, and a girl. 

Zindel, Paul. The Pigman, 1968. (Y-ZIN/Y-PRD-ZIN)

A teenage boy and a girl, high school sophomores from unhappy homes, tell about their bizarre relationship with an old man.

