Reluctant Boy Readers

Books for Ages 12-15

Avi. The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle1990. (Y-Avi/Y-PRD-Avi)

Charlotte, the only passenger aboard a seedy ship on a transatlantic voyage in 1832, becomes caught up in a feud between the murderous captain and his mutinous crew.

Bunting, Eve. Someone Is Hiding on Alcatraz Island, 1984. Y-Bun

When he offends the toughest gang in his school, Danny tries to elude them by going to Alcatraz  only to find himself and a Park Service employee trapped in a prison cell block.

Butcher, A. J. Spy High: Mission One, 2003. (Y-P-BUT)

As students at a special high school that trains secret agents, six teens struggle to complete the exercises as a team before being sent out into the field to sink or swim.

Colfer, Eoin. Artemis Fowl, 2001. (Y-Colfer Fantasy/Y-P-COL)

When a twelve-year-old evil genius captures a fairy and demands a ransom in gold, the fairies fight back with magic, technology, and a particularly nasty troll.

Curtis, Christopher Paul. Bucking the Sarge, 2004. (Y-Curtis/Y-LPeD-Curtis)

Deeply involved in his mother’s shady business dealings in Flint, Michigan, Luther keeps a sense of humor while running a group home while dreaming of going to college.

Curtis, Christopher Paul. The Watsons Go to Birmingham—1963: A Novel, 1995. (Y-Curtis Historical)

The ordinary interactions and everyday routines of the Watsons are drastically changed after they visit Grandma in Alabama in the summer of 1963.

Hinton, S. E. The Outsiders,1967. (Y-PRD-HIN)

The struggle of three brothers to stay together after their parent’s death and their quest for identity among the conflicting values of their adolescent society.

Horowitz, Anthony. Stormbreaker, 2000. (Y-Horowitz/ Y-P-HOR)

After the death of the uncle who had been his guardian, fourteen-year-old Alex Rider is coerced to continue his uncle’s dangerous work for Britain’s intelligence agency, MI6.

Koja, Kathe. Buddha Boy, 2003. (Y-Koja)

Justin spends time with Jinsen, the unusual and artistic new student whom the school bullies torment, and ends up making choices that affect everyone in the school.

Korman, Gordon. Son of the Mob, 2002. (Y-Korman/ Y-LPeD-Korman)

Vince’s life is complicated by the fact that he is the son of a powerful Mafia boss, a relationship that threatens to destroy his romance with the daughter of an FBI agent.

Mikaelsen, Ben. Touching Spirit Bear, 2001. (Y-PRD-MIK)

After his anger erupts into violence, Cole, to avoid going to prison, agrees to participate in a sentencing alternative based on the Native American Circle Justice.

Paulsen, Gary. Harris and Me: A Summer Remembered, 1993. (Y-PRD-PAU)

Sent to live with relatives on their farm because of his unhappy home life, a city boy meets his distant cousin, Harris, and is given an introduction to a whole new world.

Paulsen, Gary. How Angel Peterson Got His Name: And Other Outrageous Tales About Extreme Sports, 2003. Y-92-Paulsen

Gary Paulsen relates tales from his youth in a small town in northwestern Minnesota, such as skiing behind a souped-up car and imitating daredevil Evel Knievel.

Philbrick, W. R. Freak the Mighty, 1993. (Y-Philbrick/ Y-P-PHI)

Learning disabled Max and his new friend, Freak, whose birth defect has affected his body but not his mind, find that when they combine forces they make a powerful team.

Trueman, Terry. Inside Out, 2003. (Y-Trueman)

A sixteen-year-old with schizophrenia is caught up in the events surrounding an attempted robbery by two other teens, who eventually hold him hostage.

Trueman, Terry. Stuck in Neutral, 2000. (Y-Trueman/Y-LPeD-Truema)

Shawn McDaniel, who suffers from severe cerebral palsy, relates his perceptions of his life, family, and condition, especially as he believes his father is planning to kill him.

Books for Older Teens

Cormier, Robert. The Rag and Bone Shop: A Novel, 2001. (Y-Cormier/Y-PRD-COR)

Trent, an ace interrogator, works to procure a confession from an introverted twelve-year-old accused of murdering his seven-year-old friend in Monument, Massachusetts.

Heneghan, James. Hit Squad, 2003. (Y-P-HEN)

Students in an upscale high school decide to take on the bullies and take back their school, with decidedly mixed consequences.

Lubar, David. Hidden Talents, 1999. (Y-PRD-LUB)

Martin, a new student at an alternative school for problem students, falls in with a group of boys with psychic powers and discovers something surprising about himself.

McNamee, Graham. Acceleration, 2003. (Y-McNamee)

Stuck working in the lost and found department of the Toronto Transit Authority for the summer, Duncan finds the diary of a serial killer and sets out to stop him.

Thomas, Rob. Rats Saw God, 1996. Y-P-THO

Steve agrees to complete a 100-page writing assignment, which helps him to sort out his relationship with his father and the events that changed him into a troubled teen.

