Reluctant Girl Readers

Books for Ages 12-15

Anderson, Laurie Halse. Speak, 1999. (Y-Anderson/ Y-PRD-AND)

A traumatic event near the end of the summer has a devastating effect on Melinda’s freshman year in high school.

Bechard, Margaret. Hanging on to Max, 2002. (Y-Bechard/ Y-PRD-BEC)

When his girlfriend decides to give their baby away, seventeen-year-old Sam is determined to keep him and raise him alone.

Dessen, Sarah. Dreamland, 2000. (Y-Dessen)

After her sister runs away, Caitlin decides that she needs to make a major changer in her own life and begins an abusive relationship with a boy who is mysterious, and dangerous.
Ferris, Jean. Bad, 1998. (Y-Ferris)

Dallas goes along with a plan to rob a convenience store. When her father refuses to let her come home on probation, she is sentenced to six months in a rehabilitation center.

Johnson, Angela. The First Part Last, 2003. (Y-Johnson/ Y-LPeD-Johnson/ Y-PRD-JOH)

Bobby’s carefree teenage life changes forever when he becomes a father and must care for his adored baby daughter.

Koja, Kathe. Buddha Boy; Farrar, Straus & Giroux: ?, 2003. Y-Koja

Justin spends time with Jinsen, the unusual and artistic new student whom the school bullies torment, and ends up making choices that affect everyone at the school.

Koja, Kathe. Straydog, 2002. (Y-Koja)

Rachel, a teenager with a healthy dose of both aptitude and attitude, begins to feel at home volunteering at an animal shelter, until the arrival of a feral dog with whom she senses a special kinship.

Myracle, Lauren. TTYL, 2004. (Y-Myracle)

Chronicles, in “instant message” format, the day-to-day experiences, feelings, and plans of three friends, Zoe, Maddie, and Angels, as they begin tenth grade.

Spinelli, Jerry. Stargirl, 2000. (Y-Spinelli/ Y-LPeD-Spinelli/ Y-PRD-SPI)

Stargirl, a teen who animates quiet Mica High with her colorful personality, suddenly finds herself shunned for her refusal to conform.

Tashjian, Janet. The Gospel According to Larry, 2001. (Y-Tashjian/ Y-PRD-TAS)

Josh, a loner-philosopher who wants to make a difference in the world, tries to maintain his secret identity as the author of a website that is receiving national attention.

Woodson, Jacqueline. Hush, 2002. (Y-Woodson/ Y-PRD-WOO)

Twelve-year-old Toswiah finds her life changed when her family enters the witness protection program.

Books for Older Teens

Brooks, Kevin. Candy, 2005. (Y-Brooks)

Joe, an boy from the right side of the tracks, is poised to get everything he’s ever wanted, but he risks it all when he falls for Candy and is drawn into her seedy, dangerous world.

Castellucci, Cecil. Boy Proof, 2005. (Y-Castellucci)

Feeling alienated from everyone, Victoria hides behind the identity of a favorite movie character until an new boy arrives and helps her realize there is more to life than movies.

Frost, Helen. Keesha’s House, 2003. (Y-Frost)

Seven runaway teens facing such problems as pregnancy, closeted homosexuality, and abuse each describe in poetic form why they left home and where they found home again.

Giles, Gail. Dead Girls Don’t Write Letters, 2003. (Y-Giles)

Fourteen-year-old Sunny is stunned when a total stranger shows up at her house posing as her older sister Jazz, who supposedly died in a fire months earlier.

Giles, Gail. Playing in Traffic, 2004. (Y-Giles)

Shy and unremarkable, Matt is surprised and flattered to find himself singled out for the attentions of the alluring Skye, until he discovers the evil purpose behind her actions.

Going, K.L. Fat Kid Rules the World, 2003. (Y-Going)

 Troy, suicidal and weighing nearly 300 pounds, gets a new perspective on life when Curt, a semi-homeless genius on guitar, asks him to be the drummer in a rock band.

Hopkins, Ellen. Crank, 2004. (Y-P-HOP)

Kristina’s life is turned upside down when she visits her absentee father, becomes addicted to crank, and is led down a desperate path that threatens her mind and life.

Koja, Kathe. The Blue Mirror, 2004. (Y-Koja)

Maggy, who seeks refuge from her alcoholic mother by sitting and drawing in a local café, becomes involved in a destructive relationship with a homeless youth named Cole.

Rosoff, Meg. How I Live Now; Wendy Lamb Books: ?, 2004. Y-Rosoff/ Y-L-Ped-Rosoff

To get away from her pregnant stepmother in New York City, fifteen-year-old Daisy goes to England to stay with her aunt and cousins, with whom she instantly bonds, but soon war breaks out and rips apart the family while devastating the land.

Sones, Sonya. What My Mother Doesn’t Know, 2001. (Y-Sones/ Y-PRD-SON)

Sophie describes her relationships with a series of boys as she searches for Mr. Right.

Trueman, Terry. Stuck in Neutral; HarperCollins: ?, 2000.

Shawn, who suffers from severe cerebral palsy, relates his perceptions of his life, his family, and his condition, especially as he believes his father is planning to kill him.

