A Taste of Rhode Island

Avi.  The Man Who Was Poe, 1995.  (Y-P-AVI)

In Providence, in 1848, Edgar Allan Poe investigates the problems of Edmund, whose family has mysteriously disappeared, which suggests a new tale with a ghastly final twist.

Avi.  Nothing But the Truth: A Documentary Novel, 1991.  (Y-LPeD-Avi/Y-PRD-Avi)

A ninth-grader's suspension for singing "The Star-Spangled Banner" during homeroom becomes a national news story.

Avi.  Something Upstairs: A Tale of Ghosts., 1988 (Y-RI-Avi)

When he moves to Providence, Kenny discovers that his new house is hunted by the spirit of a black slave boy who asks Kenny to return with him to the early 19th Century.

Avi.  The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle, 1990.  (Y-P-AVI/Y-LPeD-Avi)

As the lone “young lady” on a transatalantic voyage in 1832, Charlotte learns that the captain is murderous and the crew rebellious

Brashares, Ann.  Girls in Pants: The Third Summer of the Sisterhood, 2005. (Y-Brashares/Y-LPeD-Brashares)

The members of the Sisterhood graduate from high school and spend their last summer before college learning about life and themselves.
Brashares, Ann.  Forever in Blue: The Fourth Summer of the Sisterhood, 2007.  (Y-Brashares/Y-LPeD-Brashares)

As their lives take them in different directions, the members of the Sisterhood discover more things about themselves and the importance of their relationships with each other.

Cameron, Peter.  Someday This Pain Will Be Useful to You; 2007. (Y-RI-Cameron)

Eighteen-year-old James, living in New York City with his older sister and divorced mother, struggles to find a direction for his life as he heads to Rhode Island for college.
Collins, Shane.  Subway 19: The Forgotten Legend, 2005.  (Y-RI-Collins)

Three boys discover the legend of the mystical Subway 19 from an old man in a New York City subway station and find themselves trapped by the evil Witch of Time.

Dutton, Michael.  Christmasville: A Novel, 2007. (Y-RI-Dutton)

Mary Jane suspects that something is askew in town. Each year, which consists of only December and January, all of the buildings and houses are rearranged.
Easton, Kelly.  Aftershock, 2006 (Y-RI-Easton)

In shock and unable to speak after being in a car accident in Oregon which has killed his parents, Adam journeys across the country to his home in Rhode Island.
Easton, Kelly.  Hiroshima Dreams; 2007. (Y-RI-Easton)

Lin O’Neil, a talented but shy girl growing up in Providence develops a close relationship with her Japanese grandmother, who shares Lin’s gift of precognition.
Easton, Kelly.  The Life History of a Star, 2001.  (Y-P-EAS/Y-LPeD-Easton)

Kristin records her thoughts about the changes brought on by adolescence and the strain her family experiences after what happened to her brother while he served in Vietnam.

Easton, Kelly.  White Magic: Spells to Hold You; 2007. (Y-RI-Easton)

Three high school girls in Santa Monica form a coven to try to get when they feel is missing from their lives.
Easton, Kelly.  Walking on Air, 2004.  (Y-RI-Easton)

In 1931, a young girl travels around the country performing during revival meetings held by her father, and seeking her own answers about God, family, and her life of poverty.

Easton, Kelly. To Be Mona; 2008. (Y-RI-Easton)

Sage tries to hide her mentally ill mother and get a football player to date her, but she realizes abandoning her friends and being manipulated doesn’t make her feel any better.
Farrar, Josh.  Rules to Rock By; 2010. (Y-RI Farrar)
Annabella tries to start a rock band at her new school in Providence, but has trouble when the members of a rival band bully her and she develops a case of writer’s block.
Fusco, Kimberly Newton.  Tending to Grace, 2004.  (Y-RI-Fusco)

When Cornelia’s mother runs off with a boyfriend, leaving her with an eccentric aunt, Cornelia must finally confront the truth about herself and her mother.

Goodman, Hannah R.  My Sister’s Wedding, 2004.  (Y-RI-Goodman)

In this true-to-life tale of growing up and letting go, fifteen-year-old Maddie must come to terms with how alcohol is affecting her family and friendships.

Griffin, Adele.  Where I Want to Be, 2005.  (Y-RI-Griffin)

Two sisters, separated by death but still connected, work through their feelings of loss over the closeness they shared as children that was destroyed by one’s mental illness.

Hughes, Mark Peter.  I Am the Wallpaper, 2005.  (Y-RI-Hughes)

 Floey Packer, jealous of her attractive and popular older sister, shares her home with two younger cousins and experiences a summer filled with embarrassing moments.

Hughes, Mark Peter.  Lemonade Mouth, 2007.  (Y-RI-Hughes)

A disparate group of high school students thrown together in detention form a band to play at a school talent show and end up competing with a wildly popular local rock band.
Hughes, Mark Peter.  A Crack in the Sky; 2010. (Y-Hughes SciFi)

Eli, part of the most powerful family in the world, keeps noticing problems with the operations of his downed cit, but his family denies them as Outsiders struggle to survive while awaiting the prophesied savior.

Johnson, Maureen.  Devilish, 2006.  (Y-Johnson)

Jane, a senior at a Catholic girl’s school in Providence, tries to save her best friend by making a pact with a demon – in the form of a cupcake-eating, very friendly teenage girl.

Lisle, Janet Taylor.  The Art of Keeping Cool, 2000.  (Y-P-LIS)

In 1942, Robert and his cousin Elliot uncover family secrets while staying in their grandparents’ town, where they meet a German artist who is suspected of being a spy.

Lisle, Janet Taylor.  Black Duck, 2006.  (Y-RI-Lisle Historical)

Ruben Hart tells the story of how, in 1929 Newport, his family and his friend’s family were caught up in the violent competition to control the local rum-smuggling trade.

Lisle, Janet Taylor.  The Crying Rocks, 2003.  (Y-RI-Lisle/Y-LPeD-Lisle)

Joelle has always wondering about her life before being adopted by her aunt and uncle, and she makes some surprising discoveries while researching a 17th Century Indian tribe.

Lisle, Janet Taylor.  Sirens and Spies, 1985.  (Y-RI-Lisle/Y-LPeD-Lisle)

No one agrees on the truth about the mysterious Renee Fitch until she herself tells the definitive story of her life, bringing together all the differing views people have of her.

Lowell, Pamela.  Returnable Girl, 2006.  (Y-RI-Lowell)

Friendship with an outcast classmate and memories of her mother’s desertion interfere with the relationship Ronnie tries to establish with her new foster mother.

Maizel, Rebecca.  Infinite Days; 2010. (Y-Maizel)

Lenah Beaudonte, a vampire whose humanity has been restored thanks to the sacrifice of her lover Rhode, did not believe she would ever be 16 or fall in love again, but she I having those experiences until her past comes back to haunt her.

Metz, Melinda.  Raven’s Point, 2004. (Y-Metz)

An ancient evil has reawakened on a small island of the coast of Rhode Island, eager to cause death and destruction as it has twice before, but three teens dace it with their newly developed supernatural abilities. 

Savage, Deborah. Kotuku, 2002. (Y-Savage)

Still having difficulty facing the death of her best friend, Wim must deal with a difficult great-aunt and Maori visitors from New Zealand who uncover a dark family secret.

Shea, Pegi Deitz.  Tangled Threads: A Hmong Girl’s Story, 2003.  (Y-RI-Shea)

After ten years in a refugee camp in Thailand, Mai Yang travels to Providence, where her she must find a balance between her Americanized and her grandmother’s connection to their Hmong heritage.

Wynne-Jones, Tim.  A Thief in the House of Memory, 2005.  (Y-RI-Wynne-Jones)

The death of a stranger in the Steeple family’s home triggers troubling questions for Declan as he tries to make sense of his dreams, memories, and unexplained coincidences.

