Take a Road Trip
Barnholdt, Lauren.  Two-way Street; 2007. (Y-Barnholdt)

Jordan and Courtney, totally in love, have plans to drive cross-country together for college orientation and find that even a break up doesn’t prevent the trip.
Barnholdt, Lauren. Two*Way Street; 2007. (Y-Barnhodlt)

Courtney is about to embark on a cross-country road trip to college with her boyfriend, Jordan, when he dumps her.  Despite the breakup, they decide to go on the trip together.
Bauer, Joan.  Rules of the Road, 1998 (Y-P-BAU/Y-LPeD-Bauer)
Jenna, who gets a job driving the elderly owner of a chain of successful shoe stores to confront the son who is trying to force her to retire, hones her talents as a saleswoman.

Bradbury, Jennifer.  Shift; 2008. (Y-Bradbury)

When best friends Chris and Win go on a cross country bicycle trek the summer after graduating and only one returns, the FBI wants to know what happened.
Bray, Libba.  Going Bovine; 2009. (Y-Bray)

Cameron, sets of on a road trip with a death-obsessed video gaming dwarf he meets in the hospital in an attempt to find a cure for Creutzfeld Jakob’s Disease, with which he has been recently diagnosed.
Broach, Elise.  Desert Crossing; 2006. (Y-Broach)

A summer trip across the desert turns nightmarish for Lucy, her older Jamie, and his best friend Kit as they become involved in the suspicious death of a young girl.
Brooks, Martha.  True Confessions of a Heartless Girl; 2003. (Y-Brooks/Y-LPeD-Brooks)

A confused girl, a single mother and her young son, two elderly women, and a sad, lonely man come together in a small Manitoba town and find a way to a better future.

Caletti, Deb.  Honey, Baby, Sweetheart; 2004. (Y-P-CAL/C-LPeD-Caletti)

In the summer of her junior year, Ruby and her mom, both nursing broken hearts, set out on a journey to reunite an older woman with her long-lost love.
Cole, Stephen.  Wounded; 2005. (Y-P-COL)

Tom and Kate try to escape Kate's werewolf family and fight becoming werewolves by making a cross-country journey in search of a mysterious man who might have a cure.
Cooney, Caroline B.  Hit the Road; 2006. (Y-Cooney)

Brittany acts as chauffer for her grandmother and three other 80-plus-year-olds going to a college reunion on a long drive that involves lies, theft, and kidnapping.
Creech, Sharon. Walk Two Moons; 1994. (Y-PRD-CRE)

After her mother leaves, Sal and her grandparents take a car trip retracing her mother’s route. Along the way, Sal recounts the story of her friend, whose mother also left.

Creech, Sharon.  The Wanderer; 2000. (Y-LPeD-Creech/Y-P-CRE)

Sophie and her cousin Cody record their transatlantic crossing aboard the Wanderer, a sailboat, which, along with her family, is en route to visit their grandfather in England.
Crutcher, Chris.  The Car; 1994. (Y-PRD-CRU)

A teenager left on his own travels west in a kit car he built himself, and along the way picks up two Vietnam veterans, who take him on an eye-opening journey.
Doyon, Stephanie.  Leaving Home; 1999. (Y-P-DOY)

When Miranda decides to postpone college and travel cross country instead, she encounters difficult situations which require self-reliance and independent thinking.
Doyon, Stephanie.  Buying Time; 1999. (Y-P-DOY)

In the midst of deciding her future, Miranda joins her older brother in Virginia, where he is doing volunteer work building houses for the disadvantaged. Sequel to Leaving Home.

Doyon, Stephanie.  Taking Chances; 1999. (Y-P-DOY)

While continuing her road trip with her friend Kirsten, Miranda meets and intriguing boy who introduces her to rock climbing and could be her first real romance.  Sequel to Buying Time.
Easton, Kelly.  Aftershock, 2006 (Y-RI-Easton)

In shock and unable to speak after being in a car accident in Oregon which has killed his parents, Adam journeys across the country to his home in Rhode Island.
Ehrenhaft, Daniel.  The After Life; 2006. (Y-Ehrenhaft)

When Will’s estranged millionaire father dies, a bizarre clause in the will sends him on a drug- and alcohol-fueled trip from Miami to New York with his twin half-siblings.
Fleischman, Paul.  Whirligig; 2000. (Y-Fleischman)

While traveling to each corner of the country to build a whirligig in memory of the girl whose death he causes, sixteen-year-old Brian finds forgiveness and atonement.
Fogelin, Adrian.  The Real Question; 2006. (Y-Fogelin)

Fisher is on the verge of academic burnout when he decides to stop cramming for the SATs and join his ne’er-do-well neighbor to an out-of-town job repairing a roof.
Friedman, Aimee.  South Beach; 2005. (Y-P-FRI)

It’s spring break so a group of friends head to Miami’s trendiest spot on a road trip where secrets are revealed, couples get together, and friendships are changed forever.
Gallo, Donald R. Destination Unexpected: Short Stories, 2003. (Y-Gallo)

The characters in these stories experience things that change the way they look at the world and themselves. These 10 tales of intriguing teen journeys are spun by ten authors.
Green, John.  An Abundance of Katherines; 2006. (Y-Green)

Having been dumped for the 19th time by a girl named Katherine, recent graduate and former prodigy Colin sets off on a road trip with his best fried to find a direction for life.
Haddix, Margaret Peterson. Takeoffs and Landings; 2001. (Y-Haddix)

An overweight, timid boy and his popular sister overcome their guild over their father’s death and reconnect with each other and their mother on her two-week speaking tour.
Halpern, Julie.  Don’t Stop Now; 2011. (Y-Halpern)

Recent grads Lil and Josh head for Lil’s sort-of friend Penny, who faked her own kidnapping to escape problems at home and an abusive boyfriend, but Lil wants to find out if she and Josh are meant to be.
Herrick, Steven. A Place Like This; 2004. (Y-P-HER)

Two teens postpone college for a road trip and end up working at an orchard, where they get immersed in the life of the owner’s daughter, who is pregnant as the result of rape.
High, Linds Oatman. Sister Slam and the Poetic Motormouth Roadtrip; 2004. (Y-High)

After graduating from high school best friends and aspiring poets Laura and Twig go on a road trip from Pennsylvania to New York City, to compete at slam poetry events.

Jenkins, A.M. Night Road; 2008. (Y-Jenkins)

Battling his memories, Cole, a vampire, and Sandor, an impulsive acquaintance, spend a few months on the road, trying to train a young man who recently joined their ranks.

Johnson, Maureen.  13 Little Blue Envelopes; 2005. (Y-Johnson)

When Ginny receives a packet of mysterious envelopes from her favorite aunt, she leaves New Jersey to criss-cross Europe on a sort of scavenger hunt that transforms her life.
Korman, Gordon. Born to Rock; 2006. (Y-Korman)

High school senior, Leo Caraway, a conservative Republican, learns that his biological father is a punk rock legend.
Llevithan, David.  Are We There Yet; 2005. (Y-Levithan)

Tricked by their parents into taking a trip to Italy, two brothers reflect on the directions of their own lives and on the distance that has grown between them.
Lockhart, E., Sarah Mlynowski, & Lauren Myracle.  How to Be Bad; 2008. (Y-Lockhart)

Told in alternating voices, Jesse, Vicks, and Mel, hoping to leave all their worries and woes behind, escape their small town by taking a road trip to Miami.
Lowry, Brigid.  Guitar Highway Rose; 2003. (Y-Lowry)

Two fifteen-year-olds, Rosie and Asher, upset over the various unhappy circumstances of their lives in the Australian city of Perth, decide to runaway.
Mackler, Carolyn.  Guyaholic: A Story of Finding, Flirting, Forgeting … And the Boy Who Changes Everything; 2007. (Y-Mackler)

After making a mistake at a graduation party, V takes her mother up on an invitation to visit her in Texas so V drives cross country to get away from the wreckage of that night.S
Matson, Morgan. Amy & Roger’s Epic Detour; 2010. (Y-Matson)

After the death of her father, Amy and Roger set out on a cross-country road trip, but end up taking many detours, forcing Ammy to face her fears and come to terms with her grief.
Meehl, Brian.  You Don’t Know About Me; 2011. (Y-Meehl)

Billy has spent his whole life withhis mother and his faith, but when he sets of on a road trip to find his dad, who he thought dead, he learns much about himself and life.
Paulsen, Gary.  The Car; 1994. (Y-PRD-PAU)

A teen left on his own travels west in a kit car he built himself, and along the way, he picks up two Vietnam veterans, who take him on an eye-opening journey.
Resau, Laura.  Red Glass; 2007. (Y-Resau)

Sophie has been frail and delicate since her premature birth, but discovers her true strength on a trip through Mexico, where the orphan her family wants to adopt is from, and to Guatelmala, where her boyfriend hopes to find his mother and plans to remain.
Rottman, S.L.  Stetson; 2002. (Y-Rottman)

Seventeen-year-old Stetson meets the sister he never knew he had, and together they try to make sense of their pasts.
Sanchez, Alex.  Rainbow Road, 2005.  (Y-Sanchez)

While driving cross-country after graduation, three gay teens encounter various bisexual and homosexual people and make some decisions about their own relationships and lives. This is the third book in the Rainbow Boys series.
Shaw, Tucker.  Confessions of a Backup Dancer; 2004.  (Y-Confessions)

Having worked for a summer as a back-up dancer for one of the hottest pop stars, Kelly Kimball is eager to share all the secrets about the scarlet, her friends, and her romances.

Van Draanen, Wendelin.  Runawy; 2006. (Y-VanDraanen)

After running away from her fifth foster home, twelve-year-old Holly, travels across the country, keeping a journal of her experiences and struggle to survive.
Weeks, Sarah.  So B It; 2004. (Y-Weeks)

After spending her life with her mentally retarded mother and agoraphobic neighbor, 12-year-old Heidi sets out from Reno, Nevada, to New York to find out who she is.
Wittlinger, Ellen.  ZigZag; 2003. (Y-Wittlinger)

A high-school junior makes a trip with her aunt and two cousins, discovering places she did not know existed and strengths she did not know she had. 
