Royally Good Reads
Books for Ages 12-15

Alexander, Lloyd. The Iron Ring; 1999. (Y-PRD-ALE)
Driven by honor, young King Tamar sets off on a perilous and significant journey during which he meets talking animals, villainous and noble kings, demons, and love.

Bell, Hilari.  The Prophecy; 2006. (Y-Bell Fantasy)

Guided by the words of prophecy, Prince Perryndon, who loves books more than swords, sets out to slay the black dragon that is destroying his kingdom.
Brian, Kate.  The Princess & the Pauper; 2003.  (Y-Brian/Y-LPeD-Brian)

When Julia and Princess Carina of Vineland switch places, Julia dances at the ball with the incredible Markus and Carina escapes rigid protocol to spend time with a rock star.
Burnham, Nikki.  Royally Jacked; 2004. (Y-P-BUR Romance)

When her mom announces she is gay and moving in with her girlfriend, Valerie reluctantly leaves behind her friends to move with her diplomat dad in Europer, where she falls for a prince of the palace.
Cabot, Meg.  The Princess Diaries; 2000. (Y-Cabot/Y-LPeD-Cabot/Y-PRD-CAB)

Mia, who is trying to lead a normal life, is shocked to learn her father is the Prince of Genovia, a small European principality, and that she is the heir to the thrown.
Cabot, Meg.  Princess in the Spotlight; 2001. (Y-Cabot/Y-LPeD-Cabot/Y-PRD-CAB)
Having recently discovered she is the sole heir to a thrown, Mia writes in her journal about her attempts to cope with this news, as well as more typical teenage concerns. Sequel to The Princess Diaries.
Cabot, Meg.  Princess in Love; 2002. (Y-Cabot/Y-LPed-Cabot)

In a series of humorous diary entries, a New York City freshman agonizes over her love life, final exams, and future role as the princess of Genovia. Sequel to Princess in the Spotlight.
Cabot, Meg.  Princess in Waiting; 2003. (Y-Cabot/Y-LPeD-Cabot/Y-PRD-CAB)

Princess Mia is introduced to her Genovian subjects and, more importantly, she goes out on a date.  Sequel to Princess in Love.
Cabot, Meg.  Project Princess; 2003 (Y-P-CAB)

Princess Mia and her friends volunteer to build a house for the less fortunate during their spring break Sequel to Princess in Waiting.
Cabot, Meg.  Princess in Pink; 2004. (Y-Cabot)

In a series of humorous diary entries, high school freshman and Genovian princess Mia tries to get her reluctant boyfriend to take her to the prom. Sequel to Project Princess.
Cabot, Meg.  The Princess Present; 2004. (Y-Cabot)

Princess Mia describes celebrating Christmas with her friends, family and royal subject in the Principality of Genovia, the country she will one day rule. Sequel to Princess in Pink.
Cabot, Meg.  Princess in Training, 2005.  (Y-Cabot/Y-LPeD-Cabot)

Sophomore Princess Mia deals with being the girlfriend of a college student, runs for president of the student body, and protects Genovia from potential ecological disaster. Sequel to The Christmas Present.
Cabot, Meg.  Party Princess; 2006. (Y-Cabot/Y-LPeD-Cabot)

Mia tries to figure out how to raise money for the bankrupt student government at her school while also worrying about how to become a “party girl.” Sequel to Princess in Training.
Cabot, Meg. Sweet Sixteen Princess; 2006. (Y-Cabot)

During the days before her sixteenth birthday, Mia records in her diary her fear that her grandmother and friends may be planning to throw an extravagant Sweet Sixteen party. Sequel to Party Princess.

Cabot, Meg. Princess on the Brink; 2007. (Y-Cabot)

Mia’s junior year begins with a difficult course load, a crazy student race, Grandmere’s search for temporary lodging, and learning her boyfriend is moving to Japan of a year. Sequel to Sweet Sixteen Princess.
Cabot, Meg.  Princess Mia; 2008. (Y-Cabot)

While Mia tries to get over breaking up with her boyfriend, she discovers a diary kept by a former princess of Genovia from the 1600s, the contents of which could change the fate of her country forever. Sequel to Princess on the Brink.
Cabot, Meg.  Forever Princess; 2009. (Y-Cabot)

Although she has recently completed a romance novel, Mia, in her last month of high school, has yet to pick a college, find a prom dress, or decide if her boyfriend is the one. Sequel to Princess Mia.

Coombs, Kate.  The Runaway Princess; 2006. (Y-Coombs Fantasy)

Princess Meg uses magic and wits to rescue a baby dragon and escape the attention of princes hoping to gain her hand I marriage through a contest arranged by her father.
Danitcat, Edwidge.  Anacaona, Golden Flower; 2005. (Y-Royal)

Anacaona records her life as successor to the supreme chief of Zaragua, as wife of the chief of Maguana, and as warrior battling the first white men arriving in the West Indies.
Denenberg, Barry.  Elisabeth: The Princess Bride; 2003. (Y-Royal)

Princess Elisabeth describes her engagement and marriage to her cousin Franz Joseph I, Emperor of Austria in her diary.
Goldman, William. The Princess Bride: S. Morgenstern’s Classic Tale of True Love and High Adventure; 1973. (Y-Goldman)

A drunken swordsman and a gentle giant come to the aid of Westley, a handsome farm boy, and Buttercup, a princess in need of rescue from the evil schemers surrounding her.
Gregory, Kristiana. Eleanor: Crown Jewel of Aquitaine; 2002. (Y-Royal)

Eleanor, first daughter of the duke of Aquitaine, shares the events that happened to her in the years just prior to when she marries Francis, the King of France.
Gregory, Kritiana.  Catherine: The Great Journey; 2005. (Y-Royal)

Princess Sophie, later named Catherine tells of marrying her second cousin Peter, the Grand Duke of Russia and future Emperor, at the age of fifteen. 
Gregory, Kristiana.  Cleopatra VIII: Daughter of the Nile; 1999. (Y-Royal)

While her father is hiding after attempts on his life, Cleopatra records how she fears for her own safety and hopes to survive to become Queen of Egypt someday.
Haddix, Margaret Peterson. Just Ella; 1999. (Y-P-HAD Fantasy)

In a continuation of “Cinderella”, Ella finds that accepting the prince proposal ensnares her in a suffocating tangle of palace rules and royal etiquette, so she ploys to escape.

Hale, Shannon.  Princess Academy; 2005. (Y-Hale)

While attending a strict academy for potential princesses with other girls from her mountain village, Miri discovers unexpected talents and connects to her homeland.
Harrison, Mette Ivie.  The Princess and the Hound; 2007. (Y-Harrison Fantasy)

George has always been burdened by being a prince and his ability to speak to animals, but when he is betrothed to a strange, foreign princess, his secrets may come out.
Hoffman, Alice.  The Foretelling; 2005. (Y-LPeD-Hoffman)

Growing up the daughter of an Amazon queen who shuns her, Rain rebels against the ways of her tribe through a sister-like relationship with her Io and her feelings for a boy.
Holman, Sheri. Sondok: Princess of the Moon and Stars; 2002. (Y-Royal)

In a series of messages placed in her grandmother’s ancestral jar, 17th century princess and ruler of the future Korean kingdom of Silla vents her frustration at not being allowed to study astronomy because she is a girl.
Ipcar, Dahlov.  A Dark Horn Blowing; 1978. (Y-P-IPC)

Captive in a castle of an evil king who decides to make her his wife, Nora turns for help to the young prince she has raised, who possesses developing magic powers.
Kindl, Patrice, Goose Chase; 2001. (Y-PRD-KIN)

Rather than marry a cruel king or a dim-witted prince, an enchanted goose girl endures imprisonment, capture by ogresses, and other dangers before learning who she is.

Kirwin, Anna.  Victoria: May Blossom of Britannia; 2001. (Y-Royal)

Victoria begins a journal chronicling her life as an English princess with information about her reign marriage, and family life.
Kirwin, Anna.  Lady of Palengque: Flower of Bacal; 2004. (Y-Royal)

In 749, the Maya princess Green Jay of the Kingdom of Bacal writes in her diary about her arduous journey to Xukpip to meet King Fire Keeper, her future husband.
Klein, Lisa M.  Ophelia; 2006. (Y-Klein)

In a story based on Shakespeare’s Hamlet, Ophelia tells of her life in the court at Elsinore, her lofe for Prince Hamlet, and her escape from the violence in Denmark.
Lasky, Kathryn.  Elizabeth I: Red Rose of the House of Tudor; 1999. (Y-Royal)

Princess Elizabeth, the daughter of King VIII, celebrates holidays and birthdays, relives her mothers execution, revels in her studies, and agonizes over her fathers health.
Lasky, Kathryn.  Jahanara: Princess of Princesses; 2002. (Y-Royal)

The first daughter of Shah Jahan of India’s Mogul Dynasty, writes about political intrigues, weddings, battles, and other experiences of her life.
Lasky, Kathryn.  Kazunomiya: Prisoner of Heaven; 2004. (Y-Royal)

The half-sister of the Emperor of Japan relates the confusing events occurring in the Imperial Palace in 1858, including political and romantic intrigue.
Lasky, Kathryn.  Marie Antoinette: Princess of Versailles; 2000. (Y-Royal)

Maria Antonia Josepha Johanna, the daughter of Empress Maria Theresa, begins a journal chronicling her life at the Austrian court and her preparation to be Queen of France.
Lasky, Kathryn.  Mary, Queen of the Scots: Queen without a Country; 2002. (Y-Royal)

The young Scottish queen is sent a diary from her mother to record her experiences living at the court of France’s King Henry II as she awaits her marriage to his son Francis.
Levine, Gail Carson. The Two Princesses of Bamarre; 2001. (Y-Levine Fantasy)

With her adventurous sister Meryl suffering from the Grey Death, meek and timid Princess Addie sets out to find a cure.
McKissack, Pat.  Nzingha: Warrior Queen of Matamba; 2000.  (Y-Royal Historical)

Nzingha, a 16th century West African princess who loves to hunt and hopes to lead her kingdom one day against the invasion of Portuguese slave traders.
Meyer, Carolyn.  Anastasia: The Last Grand Duchess; 2000. (Y-Royal Historical)

The youngest daughter of Czar Nicholas II describes the privileged lifer her family led up until the time of World War I and the tragic events that befell them.
Meyer, Carolyn.  The Bad Queen; 2010. (Y-Meyer Historical)

Marie-Antoinette rails against etiquette as it has governed her lie even as she tries to fulfill her obligation to give the king a son, but she finds diversion in spending money.
Meyer, Carolyn.  Beware, Princess Elizabeth; 2001. (Y-Meyer Historical/Y-PRD-MEY)

After the death of her father, King Henry VIII, Elizabeth endures the political intrigues of the reigns of her half-siblings Edward and Mary before becoming queen herself.
Meyer, Carolyn.  Doomed Queen Anne; 2002. (Y-P-MEY)

In 1520, Anne Boleyn, jealous of her older sister’s beauty and position at court, declares that she will one day be queen of England and her sister will kneel at her feet.
Meyer, Carolyn.  Duchessina: A Novel of Catherine de Medici; 2007. (Y-Meyer Historical)

While her tyrannical family is out of favor, Catherine is raised in convents before her uncle, Pope Clement VII, arranges for her to marry King Henri of France in 1533.
Meyer, Carolyn. Isabel: Jewel of Castilla; 2000. (Y-Royal)

While waiting anxiously for others to choose a husband for her, Isabella, the future Queen of Spain, keeps a diary account of her life as a member of the royal family.

Meyer, Carolyn.  Kristina: The Girl King – Sweden, 1638; 2003. (Y-Royal)

Kristina, who became king of Sweden when she was a little girl, confides about her awkward relationship with her mother, her royal duties, and responsibilities.
Meyer, Carolyn. Mary, Bloody Mary; 1999. (Y-P-MEY)
Mary Tudor, who would reign briefly as Queen of England during the mid-sixteenth century, tells the story of her troubled childhood as daughter of King Henry VIII.

Meyer, Carolyn.  Patience, Princess Catherine; 2004. (Y-P-MEY)

Catharine of Aragon arrives to marry Arthur, the eldest son of King Henry VII, but things quickly changing when he dies and her future is disputed by England and Spain.
Murdoch, Catherine Gilbert.  Princess Ben; 2008. (Y-Murdoch)

A girl is transformed from a sullen, pudgy, graceless Ben into Crown Princess Benevolence, a fit ruler of the kingdom of Montagne as it faces war.
Rinaldi, Ann.  Nine Days a Queen: The Short Life and Reign of Lady Jane Gray; 2005. (Y-Rinaldi Historical)

Lady Jane Grey, who at sixteen was Queen of England for nine days before being executed, recounts her life story from the age of nine.
Smith, Patricia Clark.  Weetamoo: Heart of the Pocassets; 2003. (Y-Royal)

A Pocasset Indian girl, destined to become a leader describes how life changes with the season after a ritual fast she undertakes and her tribes interaction with the Pilgrims.
White, Ellen Emerson. Kaiulani: The People’s Princess; 2001. (Y-Royal)

Victoria Laiulani Cleghorn studies to be a better princess even as Hawai’I’s monarchy and her thrown are being undermined by American businessmen.
Tingle, Rebecca.  The Edge on the Sword; 2001. (Y-Tingle/Y-PRD-TIN)

In 9th century Britain, Aethelflaed, daughter of King Alfred of West Saxony, must assume new responsibilities sooner than expected when she is betrothed to Ethelred of Mercia.
Tingle, Rebecca.  Far Traveler; 2005. (Y-Tingle)

After her mother Aethelflaed dies, Aelfwyn flees imprisonment by her uncle King Edward and plays her part in the resolution of the tangled politics of 10th century Britain. Sequel to The Edge on the Sword.
Turner, Megan Whalen.  The King of Attolia; 2006. (Y-Turner Fantasy)
Eugenides, still known as a Thief of Eddis, faces palace intrigue and assassins as he strives to prove himself both to the people of Attolia and to his new bride, their queen.
Voigt, Cynthia.  Elske; 1999. (Y-Voigt)

Elske escapes certain death at the hands of the leaders of her barbaric society and later becomes handmaiden to a noblewoman whose rightful throne they together claim
Wrede, Patricia C. Dealing with Dragons; 1990. (Y-P-WRE Fantasy)

Bored with palace life, a princess goes to live with a group of dragons and becomes involved with fighting against wizards who want to steal the dragons’ kingdom.
Wright, Randall.  Hunchback; 2004. (Wright, Randall)

Thirteen-year-old Juffa, a hunchback orphan living in Castle Marlby, dreams of serving a prince.  When his wish comes true he becomes embroiled in adventure and intrigue.
Yep, Laurence.  Lady Ch’iao Kuo: Warrior of the South; 2001. (Y-Royal Historical)

A princess of the Hsien tribe in southern China keeps a diary describing her role as liaison between her people and the local Chinese colonists in times of war and peace.
Yolen, Jane & Richard J. Harris. Girl in a Cage; 2002. (Y-Yolen)
As armies invade Scotland in 1306, Marjorie, daughter of the new Scottish king, Robert the Bruce, is captured by England’s King Edward and held in a cage on public display.

Yolen, Jane & Richard J. Harris.  Prince Across the Water; 2004. (Y-Yolen Historical)

In 1746, epileptic Duncan MacDonald and his cousin Ewan run away to join the fight against England’s tyranny at Culloden and discover the harsh reality of war.
