Runaways

Acampora, Paul.  Defining Dulcie; 2006. (Y-Acampora)

When Dulcie’s father dies, her mother decides to move them to California, where Dulcie makes an equally radical decision to seal her dad’s old truck and head back home.
Ayarbe, Heidi.  Compromised; 2010. (Y-Ayarbe)

With her con-man father in prison, Maya sets out from Reno for Boise, hoping to stay out of foster care by finding her aunt, but a fellow runaway complicates all her plans.
Bennett, James.  Faith Wish; 2003. (Y-Bennett)

Upset with her life, pretty and popular Anne-Marie is drawn to the leader of a cult-like group, becomes pregnant, and runs away to figure out what the Lord wants her to do.

Brooks, Martha.  True Confessions of a Heartless Girl; 2003. (Y-Brooks/Y-LPeD-Brooks)

A confused girl, a single mother and her young son, two elderly women, and a sad, lonely man come together in a small Manitoba town and find a way to a better future.

Burgess, Melvin.  Smack; 1998. (Y-P-BUR)

After running away from their troubled home, two English teens move in with a group of squatters in Bristol and try to find ways to support their growing heroin addiction.
Collins, Pat Lowery.  The Fattening Hut; 2003. (Y-Collins)

A teenage girl living on a tropical island runs away to escape her tribe’ customs of arranged marriages and female genital mutilation.
Cormier, Robert.  Tenderness; 1997. (Y-Cormier)

A psychological thriller told form the points of view of a teenage serial killer and the runaway girl who falls in love with him.
Crutcher, Chris. The Crazy Horse Electric Game; 1987. (Y-Crutcher)

An athlete frustrated with his handicap, runs away and is helped back to mental and physical health by a black benefactor and the people in a special school where he enrolls.
De Guzman, Michael.  Finding Stinko; 2007. (Y-DeGuzman)

Spending his life trying to escape foster care and becoming mute to avoid of trouble, Newboy hits the streets, where  discarded ventriloquist’s dummy gives him back his voice.
De Lint, Charles.  Little (Grrl) Lost; 2007. (Y-DeLint)

T.J. and her new friend Elizabeth, a six-inch-high Little with a big chip on her shoulder, help one another as T.J. tries to adjust to her family’s move to the city.
Dessen, Sarah. Dreamland; 2000. (Y-Dessen)

After her older sister runs away, Caitlin decides she needs to make a change in her own life and begins an abusive relationship with a boy who is mysterious, brilliant, and dangerous.

Ferris, Jean.  Looking for Home; 1989. (Y-P-FER)

Seventeen-year-old Daphne makes major changes in her life when she becomes pregnant and assumes sole responsibility for herself and her child.
Flinn, Alex. Nothing to Lose; 2004. (Y-Flinn)

A year after running away with a carnival to escape his unbearable home life, Michael returns to find that his mother is on trial for the murder of his abusive stepfather.

Frost, Helen.  Keesha’s House; (Y-Frost)

Seven teens facing problems such as pregnancy, closeted homosexuality, and abuse describe what caused them to leave home and where they found it again.

Funke, Cornelia Caroline. The Thief Lord; Scholastic: ?, 2002. (Y-Funke)
Orphaned brothers Prosper and Bo, having run away from their cruel aunt and uncle, decide to hide out in Venice, where they fall in the Thief Lord, a boy who leads a crime ring of street children.
George, Jean Craighead. Julie of the Wolves; 1972. (Y-George/Y-PRD-GEO).

While running away from home and an unwanted marriage, a thirteen year old Eskimo girl becomes lost on the North Slope of Alaska and is befriended by a wolf pack.

Griffin, Adele.  Sons of Liberty; 1997. (Y-P-GRI)

When thirteen-year-old Rock helps his friend Liza run away from home, he wonders whether escaping from his own troubled family would be an act of patriotism or treason.
Halpern, Julie.  Don’t Stop Now; 2011. (Y-Halpern)

Recent grads Lil and Josh head for Lil’s sort-of friend Penny, who faked her own kidnapping to escape problems at home and an abusive boyfriend, but Lil wants to find out if she and Josh are meant to be.
Herrick, Steven.  The Simple Gift; 2001. (Y-P-HER)

Billy leaves behind his drunken, abusive father, takes refuge in an abandoned freight train, falls in love with Caitlyn, and learns the true meaning of friendship and family.

Hobbs, Will.  The Maze; 1998. (Y-Hobbs/Y-P-HOB)

Rick escapes from a juvenile detention facility and travels to Canyonlands National Park, where he meets a bird biologist working on a project to reintroduce condors to the wild.

Hoffman, Alice.  Indigo; 2002. (Y-P-HOF)

When her mother dies, Martha is so unhappy living in a dried-up town that she convinces two unusual brothers, who long to return to the ocean, to run away with her.
Johnson, Angela. Bird; 2004. (Y-Johnson)

Devastated by the loss of a second father, Bird follows her stepfather from Cleveland to Alabama in order to convince him to come home.  Along the way she helps two boys.
Koja, Kathe.  The Blue Mirror; 2004. (Y-Koja)

Loner Maggiy Klass, who often seeks refuge from her alcoholic mother’s apartment by sitting and drawing in an area café, becomes involved in a destructive relationship.

Lawrence, Iain.  The Convicts; 2004. (Y-LPeD-Lawrence)

His efforts to afveng his father’s unjust imprisonment force Tom Tin into the streets of 19th century London, but after he is convicted of murder, Tom is sent to Australia.

Lawrence, Iain.  Ghost Boy; 2000. (Y-Lawrence/Y-LPeD-Lawrence/Y-PRD-LAW)

Unhappy in a home seemingly devoid of love, an albino runs away to join the circus, where he works with the elephants and searches for his true identity. 
Lowry, Brigid.  Guitar Highway Rose; 2003. (Y-Lowry)

Two fifteen-year-olds, Rosie and Asher, upset over the various unhappy circumstances of their lives in the Australian city of Perth, decide to runaway.
Mazer, Harry.  The Island Keeper; 1981. (Y-P-MAZ)
Longing to disappear after her younger sister’s death, Cleo runs away from her overprotective and oppressive family and goes to a remote island.
McGuigan, Mary Ann. Where You Belong; 1997. (Y-P-MCG)

When Fiona runs away and reunites with her former classmate Yolanda in an all-black neighborhood, their interracial friendship gives rise to both comfort and controversy.
Napoli, Donna Jo.  North; 2004. (Y-P-NAP)

Tired of his mother’s overprotectiveness and intrigued by explorer Matthew Henson’s life, Alvin travels north and spends a season with a trapper near the Arctic Circle.
Nelson, Theresa.  The Beggar’s Ride; 1992. (Y-P-NEL)

Clare flees an unhappy home life and tries to survive on the streets of Atlantic City with a small group of homeless kids, each with their own secret reasons for distrusting society.
Peretti, Frank.  Nightmare Academy; 2002. (Y-Peretti)

Elijah and his sister Elisha go undercover to investigate a mysterious school that is sheltering runaway teenagers for a sinister purpose. Sequel to Hangman’s Curse.
Ranulfo.  Nirvana’s Children; 2003. (Y-Ranulfo)

Fifteen-year-old Napoleon Taal runs away from an abusive home but finds life on the streets far more dangerous and disturbing than he had expected.
Rodowsky, Colby F. Lucy Peale; 1992. (Y-LPeD-Rodowsky)

Failing to get sympathy from her fundamentalist father when a rape leaves her pregnant, Lucy flees home and attempts to find self-reliance in nearby Ocean City, Maryland.
Ryan, Sara.  The Rules for Hearts: A Family Drama; 2007. (Y-Ryan)

Battle’s brother Nick ran away from home when she was 13.  Bow he has found her and she is going to stay with him for the summer before college, but she learns they have both changed.  Sequel to Empress of the World.
Smith, Sherri L.  Lucy the Giant; 2002. (Y-Smith/Y-LPeD-Smith)

Lucy, the largest girl in her school, leaves her small town and her alcoholic father and discovers hardship, and friendship, posing as an adult aboard a commercial fishing boat.
Stine, Catherine. Refugees; Delacorte Press; 2005. (Y-Stine)

Following the 9/11 terrorist attacks, Dawn, a runaway, connects by phone and e-mail with Johar, an Afghani assisting her foster mother, a doctor at a Red Cross refugee camp in Peshawar.

Van Draanen, Wendelin.  Runawy; 2006. (Y-VanDraanen)
After running away from her fifth foster home, twelve-year-old Holly, travels across the country, keeping a journal of her experiences and struggle to survive.

Wright, Richard.  Rite of Passage; 1994. (Y-P-WRI)

When Johnny is told that he is a foster child, he runs off into the streets of Harlem and meets up with a gang that wants him to participate in a mugging.

