Life is Hard Work

Auch, Mary Jane.  Ashes of Roses, 2000. (Y-P-AUC)

Margaret Rose Nolan, newly arrived from Ireland, finds work at New York City’s Triangle Shirtwaist Factory shortly before the 1911 fire in which 146 employees died.

Bauer, Joan.  Hope Was Here, 2000 (Y-Bauer/Y-PRD-BAU/Y-LPeD-Bauer)

When Hope and the aunt who raised her move from New York to Wisconsin to work in a diner, they become involved with the owner’s campaign to oust the town’s corrupt mayor.
Bauer, Joan.  Rules of the Road, 1998 (Y-P-BAU/Y-LPeD-Bauer)
Jenna, who gets a job driving the elderly owner of a chain of successful shoe stores to confront the son who is trying to force her to retire, hones her talents as a saleswoman.
Bauer, Joan. Best Foot Forward, 2005. (Y-Bauer)
Between school and Al-Anon meetings, Jenna helps Mrs. Gladstone cope with escalating problems with the merger of the store with a chain while managing a new employee with a shoplifting record. Sequel to Rules of the Road.
Brown, Lauren. Roxy’s Rules; 2010. (Y-Brown)

When the dog walkers go on strike and Roxy finds herself banished to the middle school misfits, she gets an idea to recruit her new misfit friends and start a dog walking business.
Clark, Catherine.  Truth or Dairy; 2000. (Y-P-CLA)

Courntey writes of dealing with divorce, vegetarianism, and moving on after her boyfriend Dave breaks up with her as he heads off to college. Will working at a hip café help?
DeFelice, Cynthia C. Death at Devil’s Bridge; 2000. (Y-DeFelice)

Despite a great summer job as first mate on a fishing boat out of Martha’s Vineyard, thirteen-year-old Ben gets caught up with illegal drugs and possible murder.
Dessen, Sarah. Keeping the Moon, 1999. (Y-P-DES)

Fifteen-year-old Colie spends the summer working as a waitress in a beachside restaurant, staying with her eccentric Aunt Mira and trying to explore her sense of self.

Dessen, Sarah.  That Summer, 2000. (Y-P-DES)

During the summer of her divorced father's remarriage and her sister's wedding, fifteen-year-old Haven comes into her own by letting go of the myths of the past
Dessen, Sarah.  The Truth About Forever, 2004. (Y-Dessen)

Over the summer, Macy plans to work at the library and await her boyfriend’s return. Instead she works for a caterer, making new friends and facing the loss of her father.
Donnelly, Jennifer. A Northern Light, 2003.  (Y-Donnelly)

In 1906, Mattie, determined to attend college and be a writer, takes a job at an inn where she discovers the truth about the death of a guest. Based on a true unsolved mystery.

Goobie, Beth.  Before Wings, 2001. (Y-P-GOO)

Adrien Wood, having survived a brain aneurysm, goes to work at her aunt’s camp, where she learns of the “other” camp and its ghostly inhabitants who haunt her aunt’s past.

Grant, Vicki. Dead-End Job; 2005. (Y-P-GRA Hi/Lo)

Working the night shift at a convenient store, Frances befriend a customer, but when he starts following her and sending her gifts, she realizes that there might be a problem.
Jimenez, Francisco.  Breaking Through, 2001. (Y-Jimenez/Y-PRD-JIM)

Having come from Mexico to California ten years ago, 14-year-old Francisco is still working in the fields but fighting to improve his life and complete his education.

Johnson, Maureen.  Suite Scarlett; 2008. (Y-Johnson)

Scarlett is stuck in New York City for the summer working at her family’s hotel, but her brother’s new friend and a guest who offers her a writing project improve her outlook.
Lipsyte, Robert.  One Fat Summer, 1991. (Y-P-LIP)

An overweight fourteen-year-old boy experiences a turning point summer in which he learns to stand up for himself. 

Lubar, David.  Dunk, 2002. (Y-Lubar)

Hoping to work as the clown in a dunk tank on the boardwalk the summer before his junior year, Chad faces his friend’s illness, police troubles, and the girl that got away.
Lubar, David.  Wizards of the Game, 2003. (Y-P-LUB)

Mercer, whose passion is a fantasy role-playing game, hopes to use a fund raiser to bring a gaming convention to his middle school, but instead he attracts four real wizards.

McDonald, Janet.  Chill Wind, 2002.  (Y-LPeD-McDonald)
Afraid she will have no where to go when her welfare checks stop, high school dropout Aisha tries to figure out how she can support herself and her two kids  in New York City.

McDonald, Janet.  Twists and Turns; 2003. (Y-McDonald)

With the help of a couple of successful friends, Teesha and Keeba try to capitalize on their talents by opening a hair salon in the run-down housing project where they live.
McNamee, Graham.  Acceleration, 2003. (Y-McNamee)

Stuck working in the Lost and Found of the Toronto Transit Authority for the summer, seventeen-year-old Duncan finds the diary of a serial killer and sets out to stop him.
McNeal, Laura.  Zipped, 2003. (Y-McNeal)

At the end of their sophomore year, the lives of four teens are woven together as they start a tough new job, face family problems, deal with changing friendships, and fine life. 

Myers, Walter Dan.  Harlem Summer; 2007. (Y-Myers Historical)

In 1920’s Harlem, Mark, an aspiring saxophonist, gets a job as an errand boy for the publishers of a new African American magazine, but finds himself the target of a mobster.
Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds. Patiently Alice; 2003. (Y-Naylor)

Alice experiences a lot of changes  the summer of her freshman year when she gets to work as an assistant camp counselor for three weeks. 

Ostow, Micol.  Crush du Jour; 2007 (Y-P-MIC Romance)

When Laine decides to teach a cooking class, she meets Seth, her cute co-teacher.  When he offers her a job at his family’s restaurant, she can’t resist, but ends up fighting for Seth with another waitress.
Paulsen, Gary. The Schernoff Discoveries; 1997. (Y-P-PAU)

Harold and his best friend, both hopeless geeks and misfits, try to survive unusual science experiments, attacks of the football team, and other dangers of junior high.
Sheldon, Dyan.  Planet Janet in Orbit; 2005. (Y-Sheldon)

Having taken a break from her “Dark Phase,” Janet records in her diary the trials and tribulations that occur as she finds a summer job, witness changes in her mother and best friend as they fall in love, and approaches her seventeenth birthday. Sequel to Planet Janet.
Shulman, Polly.  The Grimm Legacy; 2010. (Y-Shulman Fantassy)

Elizabeth gets an after-school job as a page at a unique library, and when she gets access to its Grimm Collection, she and the other pages are drawn into a series of frightening adventures.

Simmons, Michael.  PoolBoy, 2003. (Y-Simmons)

When his father goes to prison leaving his family broke, Brett becomes an assistant pool cleaner in his former wealthy neighborhood and learns some valuable life lessons.
Soto, Gary.  Jesse, 1994. (Y-P-SOT)

Two Mexican American brothers hope that junior college will help them escape their heritage of tedious physical labor.

Spafford-Fitz, Karen.  Dog Walker; 2006. (Y-P-SPA Hi/Lo)

Turk's money making scheme gets out of control.
Viguié, Debbie.  The Winter of Candy Canes; 2008. (Y- Viguié)

Candace gets a job at the amusement park over Christmas break while also teaching a Bible studies class, nursing a hurt knee, trying to do something for a grieving friend, and suffering doubts about her boyfriend.
Wittlinger, Ellen.  Heart on My Sleeve, 2004. (Y-Wittlinger)

While transitioning from high school to college, Chloe and Julian face changes in their families, friends, and their feelings for each other through emails, letters, and a visit.
Wittlinger, Ellen.  Razzle, 2001. (Y-Wittlinger/Y-PRD-WIT)

When his parents buy a group of tourist cabins, Kenyon's days are filled with repair work until he befriends an eccentric girl and makes her the subject of a series of photographs.
Wynne-Jones, Tim.  Lord of the Fries and Other Stories, 1999. (Y-Wynne)

A collection of short stories in which Canadian young people interact with the eccentric and vivid figures of their communities, schools, and families.

